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from Successful Sunday 
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By Ernest M. Wads- 


For You 
By H. B. Hartzler 


LL pathways are safe 
Where God leadeth the way; 

All places are peace 

Where His presence doth stay; 
All darkness dies out 

In the light of His face ; 
All losses are gains 

In the wealth of His grace ; 
All service runs fleet 

In the track of His feet; 
All labor is rest 

In His fellowship sweet. | i 


Lukewarmness Pleases None 

Middle ground walkers have 
road to travel. They please no one. 
the report of the notorious Appraisal 
mission, entitled “Re-Thinking Missions,” 
speaks a positive word here. “In none of 
the countries visited is the work of its 
Christian Literature Society receiving any- 
thing like the general approval of either 
missionaries or the Christian leaders of the 
country. The effort to maintain a theo- 
logical middle ground has not produced 
good Christian literature. The endeavor to 
please everybody has resulted in pleasing 
very few. It would be better far to pub- 
lish books for those near each theological 
extreme, impartially.” It would be better 
for the true Church of Christ if Modernists 
were at least as honest as atheists, and 
came out with blunt and-sincere statements 
of their unbelief. Surely theological mid- 
dle ground deserves the Condemnation pro- 
nounced so unsparingly by the risen and 
glorified Lord of the Church: “I know 
thy works, that thou art neither cold nor 
hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So 











then because thou art lukewarm, and neither 
cold nor hot, I will spue thee’ out of my 
mouth” (Rev. 3:15, 16). 


— ~ 
The Servant’s Right 


Our Lord Jesus Christ offers us the 
privilege of being his servants. And this 
means bondservant, or a bondman, actually 
a slave. Has a slave any rights? The 
master of a slave has certain rights, and 
one of these is the right to implicit obe- 
dience. The Scofield Reference Bible, 
which brings this out in connection with 
the meaning of Adonai, Lord, in the ex- 
pression “Lord God” (Gen. 15:2), calls 
attention also to the servant’s right. If the 
master has the right to implicit obedience, 
the servant has the right to direction in 
serving. What a comforting, assuring priv- 
ilege that is for all of us who are gladly, 
voluntarily servants of the Lord Jesus 
Christ! We know not which way to turn, 
we know not what to do. Then let us use 
our right and ask him who is our Saviour 
and Lord, our Redeemer who has bought 
and paid for us with his own precious 
blood, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do?” Divine, all-wise, infallible guidance 
is the servant’s right; and in this, surely, 
God wants us to stand uncompromisingly 
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bers from foreign fields 
for want of support from the home 
Other missi6ffaries cannot return 


base, 
because they have no funds to pay for their 
homeward passage. Is it not atime to ask 
ourselves whether we have forgotten the 
terms of the original Commission, and 
have ceased to function as a witnessing 
Church, while we continue to operate as 


an intricate with indifferent 
success ? 

In his final instructions before his ascen- 
sion, the Lord Jesus said to his disciples, 
“Ye shall receive power, when the Holy 
Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall be 
my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judza and Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). He is 
not in these words commissioning his dis- 
ciples to be apostles, bishops, pastors, 
evangelists, and all the varied dispensations 
that were to follow in the development of 
the Church. He is dealing in fundamentals 


machine, 
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Surrender and Sunrise 

Jacob finally stopped making bargains 
with God. That was the way -he began; it 
was a bad habit, and it was finally broken. 
But only when Jacob was broken. And 
broken Jacob was more of a man than bar- 
gaining Jacob. When he set out from his 
home, a liar and a fugitive, fleeing for his 
life from Esau, he said, “If God” will do 
this and that for me and bring me back 
again in peace, “then shall the Lord be my 
God,” and I will give him the tenth of all 
that he gives me. ‘aventy years later, 
on his way back and facing what he feared 
was a murderous attack upon himself and 
his family by Esau, he prayed a very dif- 
ferent kind of prayer: “I am not worthy 
of the least of all the mercies . . . which 
thou hast shewed unto thy servant.” The 
Jabbok wrestling match followed, and 
Jacob would not let God go “except thou 
bless me.” Jacob’s thigh was out of joint, 
touched by the hand of the Lord; it was a 
sign that, by his full surrender and his per- 
sistent faith, he had finally prevailed. His 
very name was changed from Supplanter 
to “Prince of (or with) God.” There 
follows a beautiful parable-in-fact in the 
Statement: “And... the sun rose upon 
him, and he halted upon his thigh” (Gen, ” 
32:31). Surrender and sunrise! Broken 
and yielded wholly to God, Jacob became 
Israel, and “the sun rose upon him.” 
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Season, Out of Seaioi”” 
By a Wayside Witness 


common to all, foremost of which is the 
enduement with the Spirit, whereby they 
should receive power to become witnesses. 
It remains equally true: today, that no real, 
acceptable service for Christ and his com- 
ing kingdom can be rendered that does not 
begin with the same beginning — the endue- 
ment and the witnessing. Leave out these 
primary essentials, and what do we have? 
An educated ministry, it may be, without 
a distinctive Gospel message of full, free, 
immediate deliverance to the. uttermost 
from sin, and a laity forgetful of the dis- 
tinction betwéen “sity and holiness. A 
“Churchianity” as far removed from vital 
Christianity as light from darkness, as 
truth from falsehood. “Nevertheless the 
foundation of God standeth sure, having 
this seal, The Lord knoweth them that 
are his” (2 Tim. 2:19). In the church 


organizations and outside of them, there are 
still a multitude of men and women who 
are filled with the Spirit and are ready to 
witness. If ecclesiastical or other traditional’ - 
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and time-honored channels are not open to 
them, God is still able to say to them, “Be- 
hold, I will do a new thing; now it shall 
spring forth; shall ye not know. it? I will 
even make a way in the wilderness, and 
rivers in the desert” (Isa. 43: 19).: 

So there is no need for any Spirit-filled 
disciple to hesitate about his rights under 
his commission to be a witness. This is 
no adverse criticism of the faithful in the 
churches, ministry and laity, who are striv- 
ing to awaken the sleeping ones to a re- 
newed spirituality. But is it necessary to 
await the tardy operation of a machine, if 
we feel called to witness out in the open, 
with no one back of our message’ but the 
King of kings, whose ambassadors we are, 
if we are called of him, and with no 
earthly honors or emoluments to _ be 
sought or desired but the glory of doing 
good, and the rest of soul that comes with 
obedience to the King’s commands? This is 
a field that is uncrowded with toilers. In 
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surprising places there are souls unnoticed. 


that are hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness. 

I met a stranger on the street corner, 
who inquired of me the way to near-by 
towns, where he hoped to find employment. 
After giving him all the information at 
my command, I said: “Now I have told 
you all I know about the way to the towns 
you are looking toward. I wish I might 
show you the way to heaven.” 

Half expecting a curse or a sneer, I 
almost lost my breath as he fervently re- 
plied in foreign accents, “You could not 
do anything better than that.” 

A man in a crowd was breathing forth 
profanity with unusual fluency. When I 
could refrain no longer, I said, “Sir, it 
seems to me you are violating the laws of 
the land, as well as the principles of mor- 
ality and religion.” 

He answered, “Beg pardon, beg pardon. 
»I did not know there was a minister in this 
crowd.” 

“You do not owe me any ministerial or 
other honors,” I replied, “I am only a 
layman going about my Master’s business. 
I am not concerned about your respect 
toward me, but your language shows you 
are living pitiably in sin.” 

Next time I saw him he said, “I want 
to thank you for calling me down for 
swearing. ‘That is about the lowest, mean- 
est habit a man can fall into.” 

“It is not the mere fact of your language 
that concerns me,” I answered. “That is but 
a surface symptom, indicating that you do 
not know the Christ as your Saviour from 
sin. If you will accept him as your per- 
sonal Saviour, you may have victory over 
this and every other besetment.” 

He promptly answered, “You are right 
there, too.” On each of the few succes- 
sive meetings with this man, he again 
thanked me for calling his attention to his 
sin and his Saviour. 

A poor boy, with a weak mind, who at- 
tended my old-time district school for nine 
months without being able to learn to read 
the words “ax” and “ox,” and who had 
been the dismay of all his teachers, came 
from the almshouse, where he lived and 
died. But I learned from him lessons of 
patience and kindness. Growing to man- 
hood, his life and testimony showed that he 
had been found of the Lord Jesus. As 
he drew near the river’s brink, he asked 
the matron of the almshouse to write to 
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me and tell me he never expected to see 
me again here below, but still wanted to 
go to’school to me “up yonder.” A tribute 
such as that from such a poor one of the 
Lord’s dear little ones, still moves me to 
tears of thankfulness as I write of him. 

An aged Negro wearing patched gar- 
ments was sunning himself on the retaining 
wall of the county court house lawn. He 
looked lonesome as I was passing, so I 
paused to say, “A man of your years must 
be thinking much of the Father’s house of 
many mansions that Jesus promised.” 

“IT was a slave boy,” he replied, “and 
had no chance to learn to read. When 
freedom .came I might have learned, but 
did not, and I have lost much. I cannot 
read the Bible, bu: I am not forgetting my 
Lord.” 

Taking from my pocket the New Testa- 
ment that I carry in fulfillment of my 
pledge to “The Pocket Testament League,” 
I sat down beside him and read verses from 
John, the fourteenth chapter, ending with 
the words, “I will not leave you comfort- 
less: I will corne to you.” 

From verse to verse as I slowly read 
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to him he would respond, “Yes, yes!” As 
I rose to pass on, he exclaimed, “That 
cheers a man up.” With a warm parting 
handclasp, his wrinkled face radiating 
smiles, he said, “I hope to meet you again 
up yonder.” 

Of course there are rebuffs, and thorns 
among the roses. The scribes and Phari- 
sees still ostracize and anathematize him 
who breaks social conditions to eat and 
drink and hold converse with publicans and 
sinners, for the high privilege of carry- 
ing: to them’ a bit of brotherly sympathy 
and Christian fellowship, by the wayside. 
Once I brought a Greek Catholic, owner 
of a candy kitchen, into a revival service 
in a fashionable church of my own denomi- 
nation: We were both treated to cool recep- 
tion, climaxed when a high official member 
passed by with lofty mein, inquiring, “Who 
brought that Greek in here?” I was glad 
to confess to him, “I did it.” A missionary 
church! 

Sometimes the opposition borders on the 
ridiculous, as when it was circulated far 
and wide that I had threatened to blow 


(Concluded on page 81) 
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The Trinity in the Believer 


I notice that valuable tracts and books 
deal with either the indwelling Christ or 
the indwelling Spirit. I know the Scrip- 
tures teach that both dwell within, but I 
would greatly appreciate your explanation 
as to the harmony of these two views. Do 
Christ and the Holy Spirit dwell as one? 
Does Christ dwell in us through the Holy 
Spirit?—A South Carolina reader. 

The plain and repeated statements in the 
New Testament that the Lord Jesus Christ 
lives in every believer, and that the Holy 
Spirit lives in every believer, are to be 
taken exactly as they stand. That is, ‘both 
Christ and the Holy Spirit indwell every 
believer, and we should not make the com- 
mon mistake of thinking that Christ in- 
dwells the believer by the Holy Spirit. 
As Dr. Scofield used to point out, to say 
this is to confuse the persons of the trin- 
ity. 
That Christ lives-‘in the believer is .re- 
vealed in such passages as Galatians 2: 
20; Colossians 1:27; 1 Corinthians 12: 
27. “Christ liveth in me.” “Christ in you, 
the hope of glory.” 

That the Holy Spirit indwells the be- 
liever is revealed in such passages as Ro- 
mans 8: 9-15; 1 Gorinthians 6:19; 12:13; 
Galatians 4:6. “Know ye not that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you?” 

And, wonder of wonders, the Father also 
indwells the believer. Our Lord pledges 
this in John 14: 23; see also verse 20, and 
John 17: 21-23. 

The mystery ef the Trinity is utterly 
beyond our understanding or comprehen- 
sion in this life, and questions in connec- 
tion with these wonderful truths are bound 
to arise, which cannot be answered. But, 
leaving such questions unanswered, we may 
thankfully, joyously accept and_ believe 
God’s Word as to the wonder and fact of 
the literal union of his every child with 


himself. We are in him, and he is in us. 
What more could we need or desire, for 
time or eternity? 
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po Cruise for Times Readers 


HRISTIAN missionary work has been 

a potent factor in Alaska for many 
years. Among the first white settlers there 
were Christian missionaries. There is an 
Indian Church at Ketchikan, a Presbyte- 
rian Mission at Wrangell, the famous 
Sheldon Jackson Indian Training School 


_at Sitka, and a mission at Haines. 


#l HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs, with other 
Christian journals, has arranged with some 
of the leading railroads and the Alaska 
Steamship Company for a notable oppor- 
tunity whereby its readers can visit this 
wonderland of the North American con- 
tinent and see, on the way, some of the 
famous picture-spots of America, including 
the Rockies, the Cascades, and both Yel- 
lowstone and Glacitr National Parks; all 
this in the company of other Christian 
people, traveling together as a congenial 
family. 

An announcement of this unusual trip 
will be found on page 87 in this issue, and 
the Times heartily commends the railroad 
trip and cruise to the attention of its 
readers. Starting from Chicago by sleeper 
the night of June 25, delegates will be able 
to attend the World’s Christian Funda- 
mentals Convention in-.Chicago beginning 
June 18, the preceding week, and the Editor 
of the Times, while he will not take the 
Alaska trip, hopes he may have the priv- 
ilege of meeting many of its readers at that 
Convention before they start on their way 
to Alaska. 

Inquiries should be addressed to H. 
Trumbull Howard, The Sunday School 
Times Company, 323 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. 
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.Abtrung Married Couples 
By Helen B. Camp 














INE years ago, two lonesome 
N newly-weds told our pastor that 

there wasn’t any place in the Sun- 
day-school where they seemed to fit. Ten 
other like-minded young couples were dis- 
covered and therewith Benedicti began. 
The name of our class “Benedicti,” has 
occasioned much speculation. It came 
about from the fact that when a man 
marries, he becomes a benedict. The final 
“i” was added by some one with a flair 
for the classical. Married couples, whose 
ages added together and divided by two 
give a result of less than thirty-five, are 
eligible for membership. 

Just as we should, we proceeded to out- 
grow our original “small upper room,” 
rented a dance hall where they didn’t dance 
on Sunday morning, later accepted the 
chapel of a hospitable undertaker, and fin- 
ally proposed to raise a substantial por- 
tion of the amount needed to build on to 
the church, a new, two-story Sunday-school 
unit accommodating not only the parents 
in Benedicti, but also the babies which 
were arriving from time to time. We now 
worship in Benedicti Chapel, a delightful 
room used during the week by other or- 
ganizations of the church also. Just to the 
rear of us is the Cradle Roll Department, 
so that parents and babies are never far 
apart. 


Home-Coming Sunday 


Our average attendance for the month 
of October, 1932, was 165. This may seem 
low considering the total enrollment of 
nearly 300 and an active enrollment of 
240, but our membership chairman de- 
fends himself by saying that one sick baby 
can keep two parents away. However, *our 
aim is, “Every member every ey. 
This year on “Home Coming Sunday,” 
annual event on the Sunday preceding mn 
opening of school, we had 207 present. To 
be sure, real effort had been made to be- 
giv the winter season with a good start 
and every couple in the class had received 
a personal, hand-written note from the 
teacher. In addition, each group leader 
(we are divided territorially into four 
groups) also made contact with his entire 
enrollment either’ by telephone or in 
person. 

In the past we have had various mem- 
bership drives, and have found them not 
unmixed blessings. But we have felt that 
there is always a percentage that sticks 
after the tumult and the shouting have died 
away. One of these drives was built around 
a Christmas tree. One fall, various artisans 
in the class constructed a tree out of tin 
and painted it green. An electrician stud- 
ded it with electric light sockets. Each 
group was assigned a particular colored 
lamp and, for each new member, screwed 
in a globe of that color. The effect was 
spectacular and gratifying. Incidentally, it 
gave to an entirely different lot of indi- 
viduals (those constructing the tree) the 
chance to use talent in service. 


Young fathers and mothers know how 
hard it is to get to Sunday -school to- 
gether. But d is a joy when it can be 
done. Here is the story of a large 
class that has faced this problem and 
made provision for caring for the chil- 
dren. But | this is only one of the class’s 

nts, and tendents 
cael teachers will find valuable sug- 
gestions in the many methods used 
by this class to increase attendance 

and interest. 














We prefer, however, the steady natural 
growth that results from an enthusiastic 
membership. Just now, we are getting 
some fun out of the “Benedicti Booster’s 
Club” (no dues, no meetings). Member- 
ship is earned by saying a good word for 
the class to some eligible person during the 
week just past. Each Sunday the teacher 
has been asking “those eligible this week” 
to stand. Soon, however, the club is to 
boast an official head, who, in one minute 
allotted, will inspire the membership to 
boost. He must needs be ingenious and re- 
sourceful. His appointment illustrates a 
fixed policy on the part of the class: to 
place definite responsibility on as many 
different people as possible. Long ago the 
class adopted as a slogan, “I’d love to,” 
when asked to perform a service, and it 
has become an almost universal re- 
sponse. 

The social life of Benedicti is varied. 
Monthly class socials soon became almost 
impossible for so large an enrollment, and 
have been superseded by monthly group 
or inter-group parties. However we still 
have several social affairs for the entire 
class in the course of the year. 

The “Silver Threads” Party 

In November we have our annual “Silver 
Threads” party at which the class enter- 
tains the “over 60’s” of the church, in the 
church parlors. Each attending Benedicti 
couple calls for and takes home one or 
more of these elderly guests. The class 
arranges a program made up entirely from 
class talent, together with appropriate re- 
freshments. (You can imagine how en- 
thusiastically these appreciative guests 
advertise us.) 

Twice a year we have informal recep- 
tions for new members. In October, we 
have a class Hallowe’en social in the 
church “gym.” The teacher opens her 
home for the annual Christmas party. In 
the summer, we have the traditional track- 
meet picnic in the municipal park; also a 
customary beach picnic. 

Our annual birthday banquet is our 
really “Big Moment.” No effort is spared 
to make this a success, and nobody not 
sick abed misses it. Although tickets are 
sold at a nominal sum to help cover the 
cost, the brunt of the expense comes out 
of the class social fund. Souvenirs for the 
banquet, which, by the way, is held at the 
best cafe in town, are class directories, 


We used to have trouble collecting 
social dues (25 cents a couple each month) 
until a shrewd treasurer hit on the scheme 
of inserting red envelopes for dues 
throughout the packages of regular offer- 
ing envelopes. We heartily endorse the 
envelope system as a panacea for financial 
difficulties. On joining the class, each new 
couple is handed a package of envelopes — 
52 yellow ones, with twelve red ones scat- 
tered through. It is simply assumed that 
they will be used. The treasurer explains 
frequently that no count is ever made on 
the amount enclosed. He does, however, 
check on the arrival of the envelope. On 
the first Sunday of the month, it is ex- 
pected that there will be both red and yel- 
low envelopes in the baskets, and there are. 
Our treasurer, who is statistically minded, 
figured out that our offerings are increased 
just 37 per cent by the envelopes. 


Supporting a Future Missionary 

As a result of this system, in this last 
year of depression and much unemployment, 
we closed our first six months period only 
$14.75 behind our budget, and this deficit’ 
is purely theoretical as an allowance for 
shrinkage was made at first. Our budget 
calls for $1550, this amount being entirely 
separate and apart from the social fund. 
Last June, we assumed an additional re- 
sponsibility of $240, not appearing in the 
budget, when we adopted Rafael Taylor, 
“our son in the faith,” in the Costa Rica 
Bible Institute. This last obligation was 
met, however, by individual subscriptions. 
Thirty people agreed to be responsible for 
his support for one day, 70 cents, each 
month of the year. 

Previously as a class we had assumed 
projects in China, Africa, South America 
and India, together with home missionary 
work in unreached portions of our own 
state and the support of an orphan in a 
near-by denominational institution. We are, 
in fact, missionary minded. The Girl’s 
Guild, in connection with the class, busy 
themselves with helpful missionary efforts 
of a practical nature. 

To stimulate this missionary spirit, we 
employ various methods. For instance, the 
last Sunday of each quarter we get the 
best available missionary speaker. Our 
location, suburban to Los Angeles, is in 
this respect a distinct advantage. 

Then too, we have in our class library 
a large number of missionary biographies. 
These are quite generally read. Some good 
missionary stories for children have been 
placed in the hands of young parents, and 
these have served as an unsuspected awak- 
ener to the parents. This year our mis- 
sionary chairman plans to intrigue addi- 
tional non-readers. She has a collection of 
short, challenging articles or stories, which 
she is placing in numbered Manila envel- 
opes. Some of these have appeared as 
articles in THe Sunpay ScHoot Times. 
Each couple in the class is to receive an 
envelope, read the contents, and return it 
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for exchange: Doubtless some contest: idea 
will be used to give it zest. 

Much of the fine spirit of the class may 
be traced to our small but carefully selected 
library in charge of a competent librarian. 
Every book in it is there for a purpose. 
Some deal with Christian citizenship, some 
with stewardship, some with home build- 
ing, some with child training, some with 
modern intellectual difficulties, discussed 
by such sound men as Dr. Howard A. 
Kelly, M.D., LL.D., of Johns Hopkins 
University ; and I. H. Linton, whose series 
of articles, “Meeting Rationalists on Their 
Own Ground,” were published in THE 
Sunpay Scnoot Trmes;! while the rest 
of the books are burning missionary tales. 
Last year we made a special effort along 
the line of Christian education and divided 
our library into reading lists, placing in 
each list one book on stewardship, one 
on home building, one “faith strengthener,” 
and one biography. It is surprising to see 
how many people read a complete ‘list. 

The class sponsors a Boy Scout troop; 
also a class employment bureau. Recently, 
for the benefit of the church in general, 
we established a nursery so that all par- 
ents might attend church undisturbed. One 
night a week the men of the class have the 
use of the church gymnasium for a workout. 

Before joining the class, each prospec- 
tive couple is handed and urged to read, 
the ‘“Benedicti Prospectus,” a printed 
résumé of the class activities, aims, finan- 
cial responsibilities, and rules covering eli- 
gibility. At the close of each lesson period, 
our official hostess, always one of our most 
charming young women, introduces new 
members (only eligible after three Sun- 
days’ attendance) and the visitors for the 
day. Scattered through the class are defi- 
nitely appointed “greeters” whose business 
it is to promote acquaintanceship. 

I have, however, left to the last the most 
thrilling phase of our class life —our 
Wednesday evening meeting. There have 
been times when only three people were 
present, but we have stuck to the idea that 
there must be an opportunity for expression 
in spiritual growth not possible at the 
regular Sunday morning class meeting. 
We are now having a mid-week turn-out 
of from twenty to thirty or more. Our 
spiritual chairman presents the lesson. A 
few weeks ago he finished putting us 
through a course on stewardship. No- 
body present got away without learning 
that if he didn’t already tithe, he should. 
Recently the lessons have been on Bible 
reading, and practically every person pres- 
ent has promised to spend at least ten 
minutes per day in Bible study for the 
next three months. This is the place, 
too, where they learn how to pray, and 
do it. 

Sunday morning, the class holds its own 
opening exercises, the president in charge. 
So far as possible, class talent is used for 
the special musical numbers that precede 
the lesson presentations. Then for thirty- 
five minutes, the teacher has charge. Each 
Sunday she presents a simple lesson, so 
simple in fact that she wonders how it can 
appeal to the large number of teachers and 





1Two well-known books: “A Scientific Man 

and the Bible,” by Dr. Kelly; and “A Lawyer 
and the Bible,” the series in book form, by 
Mr. Linton. Both may be ordered from the 
Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden St., 
Philadelphia, at $1.60 each, postpaid. 
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professional people in the class. She strives 
for variety in presentation as well as con- 
tent, utilizing individual abilities of the 
members. Only occasionally does she. use 
the purely lecture method. She tries to find 
material adapted to the needs of young 
homemakers, conscientiously avoiding that 
which is merely interesting, and earnestly 
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endeavors to weight each precious moment 
with that which shall either lead the list- 
ener to find the Saviour; or, having found 
him, so to live “that in all things he might 
have the pre-eminence,” the class motto 
which in -beautifully illuminated lettering 
adorns the front wall. 
HuntTINGTON Park, CAL. 








By Clarence H. Benson 





Keep the Bible in the Sunday School! 


Director, Christian Education Course of the Moody Bible Institute, 
and Secretary, Evangelical Teacher Training Association 

















parents to learn that Bible-centered les- 

sons are no longer taught in the 
majority of our Sunday-schools. Our fore- 
fathers believed that “the Bible and the 
Bible alone is the religion of Protestant- 
ism.” That was the battle cry of the great- 
est religious movement in history, and in 
the centuries following the Reformation the 
Bible continued to be recognized as the 
very heart of Protestantism. It has been 
only in recent years that the denominations 
have been led by project experimentalists 
to remove the Word of God from its time- 
honored place in the Sunday-school lesson 
and substitute naturalistic humanism. As 
Walter Scott Athearn writes in “The Min- 
ister and the Teacher”: 


|’ MAY be a surprise to many Christian 


The major religious groups are today in ‘ 


the process of rewriting the lesson courses 
for use in their church schools under the 
tutorage of this group of project experi- 
mentalists. One needs only to consult the 
current programs and publications of the 
International Council of Religious Educa- 
tion to learn how completely; American 
Protestant religious education has accepted 
the methodology of experimental empiric- 
ism, and how enthusiastically its great sec- 
tarian agencies of religious education are 
directing an educational propaganda in the 
interests of naturalistic humanism. 

When the purpose of this revolutionary 
change is questioned, we are told that the 
new. lessons are better suited to our ad- 
vanced ideas upon education. We are 
reminded that experience is the best 
teacher, and that this experience-centered 
curriculum is based upon something a child 
does, not on something he is told. 

Now, at first sight this new movement 
would seem to have much to commend it. 
Teaching is not telling, and only in so 
far as the pupil is made an independent 
investigator of truth can the teaching be 
said to be effective. Education is a draw- 
ing-out process, and a real educator must 
“lead out” his pupils. Moreover, there is 
no question that much of the learning proc- 
ess in earlier years laid too much stress 
upon the implanting of knowledge. Edu- 
cation was considered a pouring-in instead 
of a drawing-out process, and the teacher 
was supposed to have fulfilled his function 
when he had passed on to the pupils the 
knowledge he possessed. The experience- 
centered lesson is the feaction to the im- 
planting process of teaching. Modern schools 
emphasize the leading-out process. Child 
psychology is the handmaiden of. modern 
pedagogy, which places the child rather 


’ than the book in the center. 


But modern educationists; at least in the 


religious realm, are making their first mis- 
take in believing that pedagogy can be sub- 
stituted for content. .Men cannot be saved 
by pedagogy. They can be saved, how- 
ever, by the implanting of a knowledge of 
the Word of God. The distinguishing fact 
of Biblical religion is the approach of God 
to man, and it is therefore primarily an 
implanting rather than a. developing. 
Revelation presupposes capacity. for re- 
ception, but it also presupposes ignorance. 
“All scripture is . . . profitable for . . 
instruction.” The content of Scripture 
must first be implanted before it is serv- 
iceable and applicable, or. rather before “the 
man of God may be: perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works.” The fatal 
mistake of these enthusiasts for methodol- 
ogy is that they take for granted Biblical 
instruction that has never been provided. 
They are vainly endeavoring to draw out 
from the child what has never been im- 
planted; to cultivate a seed that has never 
been sown. 

And the second mistake of these modern 
educationists is that they think expressional 
methods can be improved by changing the 
content of the lessons. It rests largely in 
the training of the teacher whether the pupil 
is to profit from his instruction.. There is no 
question that a better trained teacher will 
mean better acquisition of truth by the 
pupil, but, even more, the appropriation and 
application of that truth. Instead of at- 
tempting to change the lesson, the modern 
educationist should have realized that his 
purpose could be served by training the 
teacher. We cannot improve the Text 
Book of the Christian religion, but there 
may be very much improvement in the 
teaching of that Book. 

A recent survey of the Sunday-schools 
of Minneapolis revealed the fact that not 
more than twelve per cent of the teachers 
had received credits on the Standard Lead- 
ership Course of the International Council 
of Religious Education, and not more than 
three per cent had credits for such a thor- 
ough course as is now offered by the Evan- 
gelical Teacher Training Association.t So 
long as such a small proportion of our 
Sunday-school teachers have so little prep- 
aration for their work, it is not surprising 
that impatient educators should venture to 
improve the situation by altering the 
curriculum. 

The Evangelical Teacher Training Asso- 
ciation has been organized for the pur- 





2 Readers who are interested may write for 
further information to the Secretary, Clarence 
H. Benson, Moody Bible Institute, 153-163 
Institute Place, Chicago. 
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pose of providing this much needed training 
for every Sunday-school teacher. Its 
Bible-centered ‘curriculum’ guarantees that 
the teacher will not only have a knowledge 
of the inspired text, but also will be trained 
in the best methods for imparting and apply- 
ing it. In a little more than a year this 
organization has grown from six to 
twenty-nine co-operating Bible institutes, 
colleges and seminaries, while in one city 
the Protestant churches have already en- 
rolled more than thirteen hundred students 
in its Standard Training Course. 
CHICAGO. 
we 


“In Season, Out of Season” 


(Concluded from page 78) 





up a town with dynamite. In public speech 
I had declared that the New Testament 
holds explosive power to blow all works 
of darkness into eternal oblivion. When 
proclaiming Christ as King of kings, I was 
accosted by a laborer on the street, who 
asked me if I were a fanatic or an anar- 
chist, and forbade my sending any more 
revolutionary literature into his home. I 
respected his wishes, but repelled his 
charges, averring that I was a church 
member in good and sober standing, and 
that I had never been arraigned before a 
civil magistrate, 

I remain an official member in my de- 
nomination, and am glad for the home 
church where I am welcome, much used 
by pastors and Sunday-school superinten- 
dents, at one time a leader of the young 
people until other duties developed. But 
I am not satisfied with the intake of the 
churches. Multitudes must be « reached 
through channels now too little used. I 
find much of my most delightful work as 
a wayside witness; and the letters, “W.W.” 
I prize more highly than the “M.A.’s,” and 
the “Ph.D.’s” once coveted, but always 
elusive, through the blasting of my health 
in childhood. But the divine compensations 
for the earthly losses are the rainbows 
after storms. If we delight ourselve? in 
the Lord, he will not fail to supply us with 
delights by the way, as we walk with him; 
delights of his fellowship; delights of the 
halos that he'throws over even our afflic- 
tions; délights surpassing the fondest 
imaginings of our highest ambitions. 

Does anyone feel crowded into narrow 
fields of service? The world-wide way- 
side is open to you. Thete the Lord Jesus 
healed the leper, who dared not enter the 
synagogue; the cripple who could not; and 
pronounced blessings on the poor beggar 
who perhaps would not enter the synagogue 
if he could, not being clad in worldly- 
respectable garments. And you have the 
freedom to tell all of these unfortunate 
ones that if they believe in the Lord Jesus, 
they belong to him. “Without waiting for 
churchly ceremonials, they belong to the 
one true Church, into which no one but God 
can receive them, and from which God him- 
self, in his righteousness and truth, will not 
expel them. Once they are joined to God, 
there is no power in the universe that can 
sever them from him. “No man is able to 
pluck them out of my Father’s hand.” “Ye 
have not chosen me, but I have chosen 
you, and ordained’ you, that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain.” 
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In walking and working in places of 
extreme danger, confronted with pent-up 
fury from those who cannot bear to have 
the Christ exalted as the King of kings, 
I have gone on still confessing and declar- 
ing that such he is indeed; and the en- 
camping heavenly hosts have been more 
real to me than the visible universe. I 
have a stronger bodyguard than armies and 
navies; through their outmost picket lines 
no foe can enter to harm or destroy, until 
my work is done, if I abide in him. By 
voice and pen and printing press my 
messages have been carried into many 
states and beyond seas. If I should get out 
of communion with God, any little child 
could look me out of countenance. I am by 
nature just that timid and fearful. But we 
do not have to pray for courage. The 
Spirit dwells in us and gives all the cour- 
age that we need. As I abide in him and 
go forward, there is nothing in the uni- 
verse that I fear but God, and of him I am 
blissfully unafraid. Wherever and when- 
ever I fall, if I am not alive at his com- 
ing, he will reach down for me with more 
than a fond mother’s tenderness, and lift me 
up to clasp me to his bosom. I am not 
careful to inquire as to the how, the why, 
or the when. The best that I can imagine 
will be exceeded by the glad surprise. 





3 Children at Home 





A Lonely Little Girl 


in a London Fog 
By Helen E. Springer 


6¢f ET us say the Twenty-third Psalm, a 

Psalm of David,” said the teacher 
of the little Sunday-school at Jadotville 
in the Belgian Congo. And the little folks 
stood and repeated it through. 

“Tsabel, let me hear you say it.” Isabel, 
aged four, rose timidly, looking very for- 
lorn in her little black dress that she had 
worn for three months ever since the dear 
Mamma had had the dreaded blackwater 
fever and had gone from them never to 
come back. But Daddy had told them 
many times that Mamma had gone to be 
with the Lord Jesus. Indeed, Mamma her- 
self had told them that she was going to 
Jesus, just before she left. them. But Isa- 
bel’s mother had taught even the next to 
the littlest girlie the Twenty-third Psalm 
and so she could say it and did so. 

“Now let me tell you a story,” said the 
teacher and every one sat up and listened. 
Who doesn’t love a story! And Teacher 
knew just how to tell it so that from the 
oldest to the littlest they all enjoyed it. 

“When I was a little girl, I was not told 
about Jesus as some of you have been. My 
father was a Jewish lawyer and when I 
went to church it was to the synagogue 
which was a long way from our house, so 
long that we only went on Saturdays and 
on the feast days. 

“But there was a Wesleyan Church in 
our neighborhood and my father let me go 
there to Sunday-school after my mother 
died as I begged him to let me. He was a 
broad-minded man and I am_ sure 'he 
thought it would not hurt me and be bet- 
ter than having nothing to do. 
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“In this Sunday-school I learned the 
Twenty-third Psalm and many of the 
hymns that we sing here. I learned much 
about the Lord Jesus but I had not become 
a Christian then. I was a Jew and at that 
time, I did not realize that Christ. was a 
Jew also. I was interested in him and 
thought he was a wonderful man, but it 
did not occur to me to connect him with 
my own life. 

“We lived near London in England and 
you know they have terrible fogs. there 
which come down quickly like a curtain 
and you cannot see the width of this ver- 
anda ahead of you. They are often called 
‘pea soup’ because they are so very thick 
and a sort of yellow-green. 

“IT never say or hear the Twenty-third 
Psalm but what I think of an experience 
I once had in the fog. I was then about 
twelve years old. I had been sent on some 
errands to the stores and there had been 
delays so that it was getting quite late 
in the afternoon before I could turn 
toward home. 

“You know in London the days get much 
shorter in the late fall and winter than they 
do here in the southern countries and so it 
was just getting dusk and I had a long 
way to walk. 

“And then suddenly the fog fell like a 
curtain and I could hardly see where I was 
going. I saw a man and woman just 
ahead of me and I hurried up and kept 
right behind them so as to be safe. For 
our next door neighbor, a rich man, had. 
been robbed only a few days before, and he 
would have died if his daughter had not 
been worried and gone out to find him. 
There he was just a few yards from his 
own house lying unconscious on the pave- 
ment. She got there to him just in time. 

“So I was afraid, for I had some money 
and many parcels. I kept close to the man 
and woman and then to my dismay they 
turned in to their own house and I had to 
go on alone. I was terribly afraid then. 
I was afraid of getting lost; I was afraid 
of robbers; I was afraid of unknown 
dangers and I was almost ready to cry. — 

“Then suddenly the words that I had 
learned in Sunday-school came to my mind 
and I began saying, ‘The Lord is my 
shepherd,’ and immediately I felt com- 
forted. ‘He leadeth me,’ and there was 
a sense of some one by my side. It was 
just as real as the man and woman I had 
just followed. But in this case, the Person 
was by my side just as my father was when 
we were out together. 

“Every bit of my fear was gone. I kept 
on repeating the Psalm and kept on my 
way till I reached my home and never for 
one moment did I feel any more fear. I 
did not realize it then, but now I know 
that the Good Shepherd, the Lord Jesus, 
was right there with me taking care of 
one very frightened little girl. 

“So whenever you feel in need of help 
of any kind, just ask the Good Shepherd. 
You don’t need always to get down on 
your knees to pray. You can pray in the 
school yard while you are playing; you 
can pray as you lie in bed; you can pray 
as I did walking along in the fog. Wher- 
ever or whenever you call on the Lord 
Jesus, he will be right there to help you.. 
Now let’s say again, ‘The Lord is my shep- 
herd; I shall not want.’ ” 


Japotvit_e, Betcian Conco, AFRICA. 








82 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


February 4, 1933 





——< 





A Dozen Plans from Successful Sunday Schools 


For promoting Bible study, regular attendance, missionary 
activities that have been successfully u: 


iving, teacher training, and other important 
in a number of schools 














A Monthly Acrostic of 
Bible Verses 
By Alice Croweil Hoffman 


HE Willing Workers have an estab- 
lished rule for answering to one’s 
name when the roll is called at the monthly 
class meeting. Each member is supposed 
to answer with a verse of Scripture begin- 
ning with one of the letters of the present 
month. As this response is made a written 
slip of paper bearing the verse is handed to 
the secretary. When there are a number 
of verses beginning with the same letter 
the secretary reads all of them again and the 
group makes its choice. Thus an acrostic 
of the month is worked out in Bible verses 
of the class’s own choosing. Copies of this 
are made and handed to the members the 
following Sunday, with the request that 
each memorize the same. At subsequent 
class meetings these verses are reviewed. 
As the Willing Workers have a large 
enrollment they find no difficulty in hav- 
ing presented verses representing all the 
month’s letters. If this difficulty arises in 
a class members may be assigned definite 
letters, or half of the group may be asked 
to elect their verses beginning with the 
letters in the first half of the month, the 
rest confining theirs to the remainder of the 
month. 
York, Pa. 
we 


Ten Ideas from Ten Schools 


By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 


SPECIAL campaign to build up the 

membership was carried on without any 
red tape or record keeping. The period 
covered one month. On the first Sunday 
every one present received a red ribbon 
badge; the second Sunday the red was ex- 
changed for a blue ribbon; the third Sun- 
day a white ribbon took the place of the 
blue, and on the fourth Sunday a striped red, 
white, and blue ribbon bookmark was given 
all those who had been present for the four 
Sundays. 





- A school that has a thousand dollar mis- 

sionary quota says it has no difficulty in 
raising the amount hecause every member 
of the school knows why and for what 
purpose the money will be used. Various 
members of the teaching staff are prepared 
to give talks each Sunday, and the instruc- 
tion is given through relating some actual 
incident which has occurred on the field. 
This forms a living contact between the 
school. and the field and creates the needed 
interest. 





Believing that unless the pupils are 
taught to locate events in the Bible and 
read them right from the Bible, many will 
go through life without having discovered 
its beauties, one school always has a period 


of Scripture reading in its opening serv- 
ice. .The: selected readings are divided 
largely into three classes: biography, his- 
tory, and doctrine. Many beautiful ‘stories 
are read at first hand; Christian doctrine. 
as it is’ actually contained in the Bible is 
discovered, and _— interesting . events in 
ancient history become fascinating when 
the passages are selected with care. It takes 
time to select these Bible readings, but 
it has paid in that a real interest in the 
Book has been created. 





In the school office of one church is a 
long box containing a number of big 
Manila envelopes. This is the file in which 
are kept all sorts of things that are of 
interest to a worker. One file is marked 
“Rally Day,” another “Christmas,” still 
another, “Absentees.” In all there are more 
than fifty classifications. Plans and ideas 
are clipped from old Sunday-school papers 
and filed away for future use. Does some 
worker visit another school and run across 
a good idea? Then it is written down and 
filed in its proper envelope. Does the school 
work out a special day program? Then a 
copy is filed away so that at some other 
time it may be used if needed. The idea 
is that here all together are to be found 
the plans for any particular phase of the 
work, and when the school is getting ready 
for a special day, seeking a solution to 
some problem or a plan for building up a 
department, there may be on hand material 
that will suggest something to be used. 





Believing that a school with a large 
membership is handicapped when a high 
percentage of these members are inactive, 
one school has the membership mapped out 
in districts. Each district is. in charge of 
a committee of three. When a member is 
absent and the teacher has not been able to 
reach him, then the name is given the com- 
mittee in charge of the district in which he 
lives, and a visit is made to the home. 


The progressive school of today is pro- 
viding for the future by training its young 
people. The summer conferences provide 
this specialized training. In a Connecticut 
school the Home Department has under- 
taken to finance one delegate each year. 
Members ccatribute as they are able. Such 
a service ties the Home Department to the 
school in a definite manner. 





One schooi issues a bulletin at the close 
of each year and lists important events in 
the schoo! history in chronological order. 
The names of scholars uniting with the 
church are always given, as this is after 
all the most important event in any school. 





Four timés a year, in an eastern school, 
the entire Sunday-school body gets together 
for a night of good fellowship. New friend- 
ships are formed, teachers and parents be- 


come better acquainted, and a spirit of good 
fellowship is created. 





A Transportation Committee fills a need 
in one school and arranges for bringing in 
those who lack transportation facilities. By 
checking over the list of members it is 
always possible to find some one with 
room in his car who can pick up one or 
more scholars and bring them along. It only 
requires some one to take charge. 





One school has a “Help Your Neighbor” 
box at the church door and every week 
donations of groceries are received. These 
are distributed among the needy of the 
community. In three months over a ton 
of provisions was brought in. 


Cora GaBLes, FLa. 


Caring for the Littlest Folks 
By Mrs. E. W. Rowat 


HE nursery school in our church is 

held at 9.30 A. M., the same hour as 
all the other departments of the Sunday- 
school. It is one grade below the Begin- 
ners Department. 

I have in mind one particular instance 
illustrating the value of such.a depart- 
ment in which an important and wealthy. 
member of a large church testified that he 
and his wife had been brought into the 
church through the direct efforts of ihe 
nursery school leaders. Upon moving into 
a strange city they had been invited by a 
neighbor to register their child on the. 
nursery school roll of a certain. church. 
“We did not know what a nursery school 
was,” he said, “but we found out, and: 
when our little daughter was old enough to 
go to Sunday-school we went too, and have 
ever since found our greatest joy in life 
in following up and having a part in this 
great work of the church.” 

Many children come from homes where 
there is no religious atmosphere and the 
nursery school leader can help to foster 
such an atmosphere in the homes by lend- 
ing to the mothers some of the many good 
books treating the religious life of the 
child or possibly by circulating timely maga- 
zine articles on such _ subjects. The 
nursery school leader has the first chance 
of all Sunday-school workers to reach and 
touch the parents of these little ones. 

She should urge the parents to bring 
their children young. Impressions are 
made on the mind of the little child long 
before instruction can be given. They will 
feel the prayerful attitude. or the joyous- 
ness that accompanies the singing of the 
little songs, and it is these early impres- 
sions that count for much in starting these 
little ones on the right path, and they in 
turn exert an influence on their parents. 


Kansas City. 
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GROWTH OF THE KINGDOM 








LESSON 8. FEBRUARY 19. JESUS TEACHING BY PARABLES— THE 


Golden Text.—The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 


International Unifore dh Mark 4221-34 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Mark 4 : 21-34 


Kinc JaMEs VERSION , 
Mark 4: 21 And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put 
under a bushel, or under a bed? and not to be set on a candlestick? 

22 For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested; neither 
was any thing kept secret, but that it should come abroad. 

23 If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. 

24 And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear. With what 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you; and unto you that 
hear shall more be given. 

25 For he that hath, to him shall be given; and he that hath not, 
from him shall be taken even that which he hath. 

26 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast 
seed into the ground ; 

27 And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should 
spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. 

28 For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, 
then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear. 

29 But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in 
the sickle, because the harvest is come. 

30 And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? 
or with what comparison shall we compare it 

31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in 
the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in’ the earth: 

32 But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater 
than all herbs, and shooteth out great branches; so that the fowls 
of the air may lodge under the shadow of it. 

33 And with many such parables spake he the word unto them, as 
they were able to hear it. 

34 But without a parable spake he not unto them: and when they 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Mark 4: 21 And he said unto them, Is the lamp brought to be put 
under the bushel, or under the bed, and not to be put on the, stand? 
22 For there is nothing hid, save that it should be manifested; 
neither was anything made secret, but that it should come to light. 
23 lf any man hath ears to hear, let him hear. 24 And he said unto 
them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete it shall 
be measured unto you; and more shall be given unto you. 25 For 
he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him 
shall be taken away even that which he hath. 

26 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should 
cast seed upon the earth; 27 and should sleep and rise night and 
day, and the seed should spring up and grow, he knoweth not 
how. 28 The earth *beareth fruit of herself; first the blade, then 
the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 29 But when the fruit *is 
ripe, straightway he *putteth forth the sickle, because the harvest 
is come, 

30 And he said, How shall we liken the kingdom of God? or in 
what parable shall we set it forth? 3:1 * It is like a grain of mustard 
seed, which, when it is sown upon the earth, though it be less than 
all the seeds that are upon the earth, 32 yet when it is sown, groweth 
up, and becometh greater than all the herbs, and putteth out great 
— so that the birds of the heaven can ledge under the shadow 
thereot. 

33 And with many such parables spake he the word unto them, as 
they were able to hear it; 34 and without a parable spake he not 
unto them: but privately to his own disciples he expounded all things. 


Or, yieldeth. *Or, alloweth. * Or, sendeth forth. *Gr., As 
unto. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 








were alone, he expounded all things to his disciples. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


UR Lord’s parables were not only 
QO miracles of teaching but marvels of 

prophecy. The parables reach into 
the inmost secrets of the human heart, 
and set forth eternal principles of truth 
and righteousness. But they also reach 
into the secrets of the future as only 4God 
could do, and picture the progress of the 
Kingdom of God during this age of grace 
and on to the future consummation. Last 
week we studied the planting of the super- 
natural seed and its working in individual 
hearts. In this second lesson on parables 
the great Sower pictures the growth of 
that seed net only in the individual but 
in the world. What is to be the future 
consummation ? 


The Historical Setting 


These parables were told on the famous 
“busy day” — the great first “parable day,” 
possibly in the autumn of A. D. 28. For 
the setting of the parables of the Kingdom, 
read the article on “The Parables — Mir- 
acles of Teaching,” on page 64 of last 
week’s issue, also the lesson article of last 
week, 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 4: 21.—A candle. Rather, a lamp, 
formed of an earthen dish, covered or 
open, with a wick in the olive oil. Under 
a bushel. The common household measure, 
holding about a peck. Set on a candlestick. 
Like “candle,” this translation is mislead- 
ing; it was a lamp stand, either a wall 
bracket or a tall stand. 


b 4 ® 2 “ 


‘Verse 22.—Nothing hid, which shall not 
bé manifested. Christ was revealing things 
that had been kept secret (Matt. 13:35). 
Also there was a sense in which they were 
hidden in the parables for the very purpose 
of making them known. The disciples were 
to hear, and then to pass the message of 
light on to others (v. 23; Matt. 5:15). 

Verse 24.—Take heed what ye hear. Not 
all teaching is the truth (Col. 2:8). But 
the meaning here is rather to be heedful 
of what he is saying and understand ‘it 
(as in Luke 8:18). With what measure 





Growth 


By Amos R. Wells 


ROWS the kingdom secretly? Nay, 

but out where all may see, like the 
flashing of a light far and far beyond our 
sight, forth to unimagined spot which 
the mind of man knows not. By a 
measure scanty, slow, thus does God’s 
great kingdom grow? Nay, but with a 
measure bold, heaped as high as it will 
hold, running over everywhere, more and 
more and still to spare! Grows the 
kingdom plain and clear, patent to the eye 
and ear? Nay, but through the day and 
night, manifest and out of sight, how the 
wisest may not know, never yet it fails to 
grow. Grows the kingdom by a chance, 
sport of fortune’s fickle dance? Nay, the 
blade and then the ear, then the ripe grain 
shall appear. All in order springs the 
corn, till the final harvest morn. Thus, 
my soul, in steady wise, spring to greet 
the golden skies; thus, from day to cir- 
cling day, ever learn a nobler way; grow- 
ing thus in sweet accord with the kingdom 
of the Lord! 











of Religious Education. 


ye mete it shall be measured. -This para- 
belic saying is used in Matthew 7:2 of 
judging, in Luke 6: 38 of giving, and here 
of receiving truth. 

Verse 25.—For he that hath, to him shall 
be given. Referring to the possession of 
spiritual truth, not with the thought of 
discouraging beginners but encouraging all 
to listen and learn with the whole heart. 
Shall. be taken even that which he hath. 
Or “seemeth to have” (Luke 8: 18; 19: 24- 
26; Heb. 2:1). Note the bearing of all 
this on the parable of the Sower. 


Verse 26.—So is the kingdom of God. 
Introducing one of the two parables given 
by Mark only (Mark 13: 33-37). As if a 
man should cast seed into the. ground. Not 
a question here of different kinds of soil, 
but of good seed in good ground. 


Verse 27.—Should sleep, and rise night 
and day. A picture of a man going about 
his ordinary course of living, not troubling 
about the seed, which is growing without 
his help. The seed should spring and grow 
up. The farmer, of course, cultivates the 
ground, but the point of the parable is the 
growing of the seed, with which the farmer 
has nothing to do. He knoweth not how. 


Verse 28.—The earth bringeth forth fruit 
of herself. The sun and the rain are 
needed, but this sums up the process. God 
gives the increase! (1 Cor. 3:6, 7.) Furst 
the blade, then the ear, after that the full 
corn in the ear. It brings forth in order, 
progressively, gradually, purposively, to a 
completion or perfection. So with God’s 
spiritual Seed, whether in the individual 
heart or in the world. 


Verse 20.—When the fruit is brought 
forth. The aim of all is fruit. Immediately 
he putteth in the sickle, because the har- 








84 


vest is come. The farmer who sowed the 
seed, then waited, now is active again. 
Note the prominence given, in the kingdom 
parables, to the harvest, both of the indi- 
vidual life and of the Kingdom of God as a 
whole; its harvest is the consummation of 
the age (Matt. 13: 8, 30, 39, 49). 

Verse 31.—A grain of mustard seed... 
less than all the seeds. Not literally so, 
but smallest of those they were accustomed 
to sow, a common symbol of smallness 
(Luke 17:6). 

Verse 32.—Becometh greater than all 
herbs. Reaching a height of ten or twelve 
feet, becoming a tree (Matt. 13: 32; Luke 
13:19). Putteth out great branches. 
(R. V.) A striking and unusual growth 
fo: an herb in the garden (Luke 13: 19). 
The fowls of the air may lodge. Possibly 
representing the nations seeking His glor- 
ious resting place as prophesied in Isaiah 
11:10, but not meaning that this final 
development will take place before Christ’s 
return, The central message of the parable, 
according to the usual view is the great 
growth of God’s Kingdom from a tiny 
beginning, a truth calculated to encourage 
the disciples and to excite their wonder. 
Some, seeking to emphasize the truth that 
in this present age Christendom will be- 
come apostate (2 Tim. 3: 1-13), interpret 
it as an unnatural and evil growth, the 
professing Church sending out great 
branches that. are not in God’s will, and 
giving shelter to the ungodly nations, 
represented by the birds. 

Verse 33.—With many such parables. 
Probably referring to the others given in 
Matthew 13. As they were able to hear it. 
Even the outward parable stories were tem- 
pered to their capacity, indicating his lov- 
ing purpose that they should not be con- 
fused but helped. 


Verse 34.—Without a parable spake he 
not. That is, on that occasion he did not, 
and on other special occasions his teaching 
to the multitudes was largely in parables. 
He expounded all things to his disciples. 
Fulfilling the word that to those that had 
should be given (Mark 4:11). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Kingdom of God begins in miracle, 
goes on in miracle, and is consummated in 
miracle. The word “miracle” is used here 
in the sense of a supernatural work that 
cannot be done unless God does it. As the 
individual needs to be born of the Spirit to 
enter the Kingdom, so the Kingdom of God 
in its growth upon the earth is an out- 
working of God’s supernatural Seed. It 
is not the development of the kingdoms of 
this world into the Kingdom of God, but 
the planting of the Kingdom of God in 
the midst of the world. The Kingdom of 
God in this age tremendously affects the 
world for good, but it is utterly distinct 
from the world, God’s work, not man’s; 
and one day it will be established fully in 
the world when the kingdoms of this world 
become the Kingdom of our Lord at his 
coming (Rev. 11:15; Dan. 7:14). The 
knowledge of the Lord will cover the earth, 
and this is as sure to come as the growth 
of the seed will come to its maturity. It 
is ours to have patience during the long 
process, and to have joy because of the 
assurance Of ultimate triumph. We are to 
judge thé individual Christian life and also 
the Kingdom of. God not by the present 


THE SUNDAY. SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy. or $1 a dozen. 


8. February 19.—Jesus Teaching by 
Parables— The Growth of the 


Mi gGOO © ovicki civ cvii cscveeyis Mark 4 : 21-34 
9. February 26.—Jesus Shows His 

i, Meet Mark 4:35 to §:20 
10. March 5.—Jesus Giving Life and . 

BICAIE 2i.cos Hodes weds vest ieetee's Mark 5 : 21-43 
11. March 12.—Jesus Ministering to the 

PEGICIOGS. cs Vccsasccosvoussvsce Mark 6: 1-56 


12, March 19.—The Effects of Alcoholic 
Drinks (Temperance Lesson). Prov. 
23 : 29-32; Isa. 28:1-4; Dan. 5: 1-4 
13. March 26.—Review: Jesus Our Ex- 
ample in Service. 


Second Quarter 
1. April 2—Jesus Ministering to Jews and 


GORETIGD <6 vc cece cvevccescovccceses Mark 7: 1-37 
2. April 9.—Jesus Requires Confession 
and Loyalty ..........+. Mark 8:1 tog:1 


. April 16.—Jesus Transfigured ..Mark 9g : 2-29. 
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incomplete and imperfect state, but by the 
perfect fruit when God’s work of redemp- 
tion is finished. 


Lesson Outlines 
STAGES OF THE KINGDOM 


1. Sowing. God must begin, sowing 
supernatural Seed. 

2. Growing. God must continue, giv- 
ing supernatural growth. 


3. Reaping. God must complete, bring- 
ing to supernatural perfection. 


HEARING AND HEEDING THE WorD 


1. The Lamp on a Lamp Stand. Hear- 
ing and heeding the Word producing in- 
creased light, and responsibility to spread 
the light. 

2. The Seed, Blade, Ear, Full Corn. 
Have patience and confidence in the sure 
growth of the Seed and the certainty of 
the ripened fruit. 


3. The Tiny Mustard Seed and the 
Great Tree. With victorious expectation 
we look forward to the greatness of the 
future of God’s Kingdom. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Growth of the Kingdom and Christ’s 
Second Coming. During this age the Gos- 
ple of the Kingdom, which is the Gospel 
of God’s grace, is to be preached to all 
nations (Matt. 24:14; Mark 13:10). But 
this does not result in the conversion of 
the world, as the parables of the tares and 
the dragnet clearly show. The Kingdom 
has a twofold aspect. It is an inward mat- 
ter of the heart, and it will have an out- 
ward manifestation in the world, when the 
Kingdom is restored to Israel at Christ’s 
return (Luke 19:11; Acts 1:6; 3: 20, 21). 
It seems clear that the resurrected believers 
will reign with Christ a thousand years 
before the final consummation in the new 
heaven and the new earth (Rev. 20: 4-6; 
21: 1-5; 1 Cor. 15: 23-28). The parables 
view the Kingdom as a whole from its 
beginning (the sowing), through its pres- 
ent growth, until the harvest at the con- 
summation of the age. 

Other Special Topics. Parallel Passages. 
Other Parables of the Kingdom. The 
Kingdom of God, in Matthew usually called 
Kingdom of Heaven (note Matt. 19: 23, 
24; 21:31, 43). Church History Illustrat- 


ing Growth of Kingdom. _ Present Extent ~ 
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of the Kingdom (distinguishing carefully 
between Christendom and. true Kingdom 
fruit). The Christian’s. Growth in Grace. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Let us seek the Kingdom with our whole 
heart. The great personal appeal of all 
the parables of the Kingdom is to put God’s 
Kingdom first (Matt. 6:33). Diligently 
study the Word of God. Receive it as the 
supernatural Word which will produce mir- 
acle results. Diligence in receiving the 
truth will result in fruit-bearing in the life. 

Spread the light by giving out the truth, 
especially in the mission fields. The secret 
things are revealed to us not that we may 
hide them, but that we may proclaim them. 
Our part is to scatter the Seed in all the 
world, God’s part is to give the increase. 

Have patience and. hope, and never be 
discouraged. We are absolutely certain of 
triumph. His Word cannot fail. 


Glory in the commonplace... The picture. 


of the man sleeping and rising night and 
day, rejoicing in the fact that the seed is 
growing, is a picture of Christians going 
about their ordinary occupations with great 
gladness that their Kingdom does not belong 
to this temporary world, but is working out 
to a glorious consummation. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The farmer need not know how the seed 
grows in order to reap a harvest, nor need 
we know how God works in our. hearts in 
order to reap the fruit of the Spirit. 

Let us rejoice that Christ is living in us, 
and not be like children digging up the 
seed to see how it is getting on. 

The swift passing of. time should bring 
joy to Christians, because every passing 
day brings us nearer the harvest and the 
full establishment of the Kingdom of God 
on earth. 


Riches take wings and fly away, but the 
riches of knowledge of Christ Jesus multi- 
ply themselves: to him that hath shall be 
given. . 

We have nothing, and God gives us 
everything; then the more we take the 
more he gives. Also the more we give out, 
the more we are enabled to receive. 


God’s processes of growth go forward 
deliberately, but when the harvest is ripe 
there is a sudden “immediacy” of consum- 
mation. 

The good seed of the Kingdom never 
changes into tares; the tares are a separate 
sowing. 

The farmer does not delay a moment 
when the fruit is ready for harvesting, nor 
will God wait one moment longer than 
needed before Christ comes, and the har- 
vesting begins. 

It is not in vain that we sleep and rise 
night and day, for we are bearing fruit 
for eternity through God’s gracious work- 
ing. 

Given the supernatural seed in the heart 
and in the world, the growth and the har- 
vest are assured. 

He who hath begun the good work guar- 
antees its continuance and its completion at 
the day of Christ (Phil. 1:6). 

He is ready to expound all things to us 
also, for the secret of the Lord is with 
them that fear him. 


Cotumsia, S. C. 
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Lesson for February 19 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best.one each week. But readers are 
urged not ‘to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully ‘a leaftet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure. to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Tilustrations must reach The. Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten illustrations the total number for 
any one lesson. 


Changed Faces.—For there is nothing 


hid, which shall not be manifested (v. 22). - 


Some years ago when modern chemistry 
was in. its-infancy, a fashionable audience 


assembled in Paris for an experimental | 
lecture on chemistry. When they came -out - 


into ‘the’ open they greeted one another 
with exclamations of dismay. The faces of 
most of the women had been ludicrously 
transformed. Their cheeks, lips, and in 
some cases the entire surface of exposed 
skin had turned into varying shades of blue, 
yellow, or violet. .The chemical effects of 
the gases set free during the lecture had 
touched every one who had used any cos- 
metics. - When the white light of God’s 
presence shall shine upon the hearts of men, 
everything that has been hidden shall be- 
come .open, and the naked things shall be 
manifest.—From Revelation. Sent by Miss 
Arlowene B. Ellis, Rochester, Minn. 


“Coming” ?—If any man have ears to 
hear, let him hear (v. 23). There was an 
old turnpike man on a quiet country. road, 
whose habit was to shut his gate at night 
and take a nap. One dark, wet midnight a 
stranger knocked at his door crying, “Gate! 
Gate!” “Coming,” said the voice of the 
old man. Then the man knocked again, 
and once more the voice replied, “Coming.” 
This went on for some time, till at length 
the stranger grew quite angry, and, jymp- 
ing off his horse, opened the door and de- 
manded to know why the old man cried 
“Coming!” for twenty minutes, but never 
came. ‘“Who’s there?” asked the old man 
in a sleepy voice, rubbing his eyes. “What 
d’ye want, sir?” Then, awakening, “Bless 
yer, sir, and yer pardon; I was asleep. I 
get so used to hearing ’em knock that I 
answer, ‘Coming,’ in my sleep, and take 
no more notice about it.” So it is with too 
many hearers of the Gospel, who hear by 
habit, and answer God by habit, and at 
length die with their souls asleep.—From 
The Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. Prize 
illustration. 


From a Stalk of Wheat.—And the sced 
should spring and grow up, he knoweth not 
how (v. 27). In the church tower of a 
town in Germany there hangs a bell, and 
on this bell is the image of a six-eared 
stalk of wheat with the date, October 15, 
1729, engraved upon it. A bell was wanted, 
but the village was poor and there was not 
th> needed money. One Sunday, the 
schoolmaster noticed growing out of the 
church wall a green stalk of wheat, the 
seed of which must have been dropped by 
a passing bird. The idea struck him that 
this stalk of--wheat could be made-to pro- 
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duce the bell. He waited till: the wheat 
was ripe and then plucked the six ears on 
it, and sowed them in his garden. The 
next year he gathered the little crop and 
sowed it again till he had not enough room 
in his-garden for the crop, so he divided 
it among the farmers, who sowed the ears 
until the eighth year the crop was so large 
that when it’ was sold there was money 
enough to buy a beautiful bell with its 
story and birthday engravcd upon it, and 
a cast of the stalk to which it owed its 
existence.—From the Expositor.’ Sent by 
Mamie D. Smith, Petersburg, Pa. 


The Persistent Little Book.—And the 
seed should spring and grow up (v.27). 
A Christian worker in Arizona tells of a 
fierce-looking cowboy who came to him 
asking for copies of _Mark’s Gospel, and 
who told him this story: “I went to San 
Francisco and threw away much. money 
in rough revelry. I slept late after a night 
of dissipation. When I awoke I saw a 
little book on the table near my bed:.the 
Gospel of Mark. I angrily threw it on 
the floor. I did the same thing the sec- 
ond morning.. Awaking the third morn- 
ing, I saw that same little book.. This 
time I took it with me to a near-by park 
and began to examine it. I spent the day 
reading it. I heard the Son of God. say 
to a leper, ‘Be thou clean.” I heard him 
say to a paralytic, ‘Thy sins be forgiven 
thee.’ I heard him commend the widow 
for her mite. I saw him. take little chil- 
dren in his arms and bless them. I-heard 
him say, ‘Couldst thou not watch one 
hour?’ I saw him die. It broke my heart 
and changed my life. I am a different 
man. Now, stranger, I spend much time 
giving away copies of the Gospel of 
Mark.—From Winona Echoes. Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark,- Ohio. 


The Word for All the World.—The 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea 
(Golden Text). I was working away at 
a difficult translation, and the Devil came 
to me and said, “Drop it, it is not trans- 
latable.” I thought a while, then went 
back to it, and my Bible opened at 
Daniel 7:14, “There was given him... 
that all . . . languages should serve him.” 
We have 440 translations. That is not 
enough. I went on, and succeeded.— 
From Dan Crawford. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MATERIALS: A nut or an acorn; 
near-by trees or pictures of trees. 











DON’T have to tell you that a tree 

will grow out of this nut. You know 
that. You may even have tried planting 
some nuts or some maple seeds or locust 
trees, and have seen the tiny green shoot 
break out of its shell and reach up. When 
you see a great oak or maple tree, or a 
mighty redwood, just remember: once its 
life was in a small acorn, or a tiny seed. 

Did you ever stop to think that preach- 
ing the Gospel is just like sowing a seed? 
Once* one man heard the Gospel and ac- 
cepted Jesus Christ and gave his life to 
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His service, and he went to China and 
began ‘to tell others about -his Saviour, and 
though he has been dead for years, the 
largest mission in the world goes on 
preaching the Gospel because somebody 
preached it to- Hudson Taylor. 

One time Peter preached a sermon, and 
three thousand people were converted, and 
the growth of that seed has néver stopped. 
We'll never know how great a tree it has 
produced until we see that multitude which 
no man can number, from every nation and 
tribe and tongue. 

What about you? Are you planting any 
Gospel seed? Jesus Christ told you to Go 
—and preach the Gospel. 

Monesto, Cat, 

we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Advantage of Deafness.—Take heed 
what ye hear . . . and unto you that hear 
shall more be given (Mark 4:24). To 
“take heed what ye hear” is a very hard 
thing to do in these days when the very 
air we must breathe is full of talk — and 
noise ! We cannot always keep away from 
things that should be unhearable. They 
have a way of invading the premises. 
When we see a friend who has lost the 
hearing, the first impulse is to pity the 
deaf one. But I wonder? Have you not 
noticed the deaf one is generally gentle and 
good-natured ? These qualities express - 
themselves in soft, low. tones, usually. with 
an engaging smile. No, the deaf cannot 
enjoy music, but after all how much enjoy- 
able music is there to enjoy? The radio 
output for. example, and I don’t mean 
static. While I am turning the knob try- 
ing to find something tuneful and pleasing, 
and getting mostly tiresome advertising 
talk — lots of which is pure hokum — my 
deaf neighbor sits peacefully and content- 
edly under his lamp sailing the seas with 
Conrad or Stevenson, or out on English 
meadows with Dickens, or back in the days 
of chivalry with Sabatini, or settling and 
building America with Parkman and 
Roosevelt. 

Father Ridgway was deaf from infancy, 
— scarlet fever. I was associated in busi- 
ness with him for many years. We ‘had 
to raise our voices high to speak to him. 
He was never bothered by useless conver- 
sation. He lived a long, happy, and use- 
ful life. He never lost his even and placid 
temper, not even in the early days when he 
had business with me in the woodshed! Not 
a single thing did he lack by not being 
able to hear. Try yelling a scandal or 
barn yard story in an ear! These have to 
be sub rosa. 

What is the moral for a Sunday-school 
class? Go stone deaf to things that cannot 
be shouted and you will be surprised how 
many good hearable things will be given 
bre you (Exod. 15:26; Psa. 85:8; Rev. 
13:3); 


“How?”—The seed should spring and 
grow up, he knoweth not how (v. 27). 
“He knoweth not how.” Get it! He 
knoweth not how. Here lies a dry and 
hard little white thing. We call it a “soup 
bean.” Little Soupy and a lot more of his 
playmates are going to Dora, the cook, 
after awhile. Looks like a pebble, doesn’t 
it? If I take my Little Soupy and stick 
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him in the ground next May you know 
what will happen. But where is the man 
who can tell how? If you will take some 
of the “ground” and get a close look at it 
under the microscope you will find your 
“ground” a regular stone pile. There is a 
big chunk of quartz, another of feldspar, 
some limestone boulders, a few slabs of 
mica, a pile of red iron ore. While you 
will not see any of it dribbling ’round, there 
will be water, too. Water is hydrogen and 
oxygen. H,O, as the chemist calls it. 

Then down on this assorted stone pile 
will come the rays from the sun. By the 
way, Professor, what is a sun ray? My 
old Bible says it is a bridegroom coming 
out and going forth from the.end of the 
heaven, with nothing hid from him,— not 
even Little Soupy under ground! Do you 
have a better explanation? (Psa. 19: 4-6). 
Now look at our Little Soupy, will ya! 
Something in him, and in the ground, and 
the “bridegroom” kissed him, has “got him 
a-goin’.” Up “springs” a white stem, and 
there right on the tiptop is Litfle Soupy 
all swelled out by that kiss like a million 
dollars, tickled to pieces, yes, “tickled 
pink,” as the girl says, that he is doing 
something and getting somewhere. Now 
watch him this summer. Until frost comes 
he’ll supply your dinner table with the 
best ever. There is more food value in 
Little Soupy than in any other of the same 
size — that’s why Uncle Sam is such a big 
bean buyer. Now you fellows just ask 
Doctor Doubts to tell you, How? “Yes, 
what is Life? Who knows, but its Giver. 
All we can do is to destroy it. 


The Missionary’s -Letter.—First the 
blade, then the ear, after that the full corn 
in the ear (v. 28). As I take up this note, 
the morning mail brought me a New Year 
letter from Dr. Charles Ernest Scott of 
Tsinan, Shantung, China. He is an old 
friend and a seasoned missionary, and 
known to many TIMEs readers. He tells me, 
his friend, to whom he talks intimately, 
about his family, in “the blade,” in “the 
ear,” in “the full corn.” I said to Her 
Majesty of the coffee cups, “Mary, this is 
the family record of a poor old missionary 
on an iron works clerk’s salary.” “Listen 
wunst!” as they say in Pennsylvany 
Dutchland: What millionaire would not be 
happy and proud if he could only have 
a family “garden” like this God-serving 
missionary’s ? 

“Betty” graduated with magnum cum 
laude from Wilson College (Chambers- 
burg, Pa.). Now preparing at Moody 
Bible Institute to return to China as an 
evangelistic missionary. [Betty is now in 
China with the China Inland Mission.] 
“Scotty” (Helen) graduated from Wilson. 
On the side, she wrote short stories, and 
so on, - Edited. the college annual. Presi- 
dent of the Y. -W. C. A. 
Buchanan medal as most influential girl 
in her class. “Scotty” married the Rev. 
George Gordon Mahy, Jr., who is acting 
President of Witherspoon College, Buck- 
horn, Ky. “Bunny” (Beatrice), graduate 
of Pyeng Yang Foreign School, Korea, as 
valedictorian. -. Is: now a Sophomore at 
Wilson. Is athletic, social, academic, and 
religious. Phew! Atta girl! Go grab her, 
my purty boy! ‘“Laddie” (Francis) gave 
the salutatory address at Pyeng Yang and 
is now at Davidson College, N.C. 
(Woodrow Wilson’s College). “Lad” is 
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our athlete. Also the young Nimrod. 
Killed his first deer in the forest of Korea. 
“Kewpie” (Kenneth) is a Sophomore at 
Pyeng Yang. He is most musical. Also 
most mechanical, not afraid to tackle any- 
thing from a busted tire to a broken piano. 
And the whole family reads The Busy 
Men’s Corner. 

Here is what God tells you will happen 
when you belong to him. Isaiah 44: 2-5. 
Don’t fail to read it. “Fear not, O Jacob, 
my servant; ... whom I have chosen. 

. « . I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, 
and my blessing upon thine offspring: and 
they shall spring up among the grass, as 
willows by the water courses. One shall 
say, I am the Lord’s; and another shall 
call himself by the name of Jacob; and 
another shall subscribe with his hand unto 
the Lord, and surname himself by the name 
of Israel.” 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. 
They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times __ staff,—Mr. 
McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. 
Have you tried a of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, 
letting them see whether they can discover 
the answers as given on a later page of 
this issue? - 


SIDE from the loss of the light to those 

who need it, what would ordinarily hap- 

pen to the lamp itself if hidden under a 
bushel or under a bed? 


2. What is the inevitable result to the 


Digging up the 
seed to see ifit 








isthe Word? 
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Christian himself who fails to let his light 
shine by bearing his testimony to others? 

3. What great principle of the Gospel is 
demonstrated in the parables of the sower 
(vs. 26-30) and the mustard seed (vs. 31, 32)? 

4. What is remarkable about the parable 
recorded in Mark 4: 26-29? 

5. If the earth brings forth of itself, does 
this mean we are to be passive and do noth- 
ing, simply trust the seed to grow in our 
hearts ? 

6. Do the parables of the Kingdom teach 
that the world will be all bad when Christ 
returns, or all good? 

7. Is the expression “Kingdom of God” out 
of date in these days when kingdoms are 
changing to republics and democracies? Was 
this expression taken from the earthly fact 
of kings and kingdoms? 

8. When our Lord speaks of the Kingdom 
of God does he mean a kingdom on earth 
or in Heaven? 


9. Will the present kingdoms be changed 
into the Kingdom of God through the preach- 
ing of the Gospel ? 


10. What is the interpretation of the word 
“mystery” in Mark 4:11 and other such uses 
in Scripture ? 


11, How does this word apply in this case 
under study — Mark’s record of the parables 
in his 4th chapter ? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


ve 


“The peace of God” is that which many 
of God’s children never get because there 
is often something which is a@ point of 
controversy between themselves and God. 
—W. W. Martin, in the Keswick Calendar. 
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Lesson for February 19 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the disclosures of the truth 
given us in thy Word. Grant that we may 
have ears to hear, and may not be dull of 
comprehension, but eager to lay hold of that 
which thou wouldst teach us. May we do 
our part to spread the truth and to make 
available for others the blessings that thou 
hast given us in thy Word. May we be eager 
to sow the seed, and well content to trust 
thee for the growth of that seed into full 
harvest. We ask this in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—When you speak a 
word for the Lord, you never can tell how 
far that word may run. If you take a very 
few grains of seed, the growth that comes 
from that seed is amazing in its size. Tell 
a neighbor of yours the Gospel story, and 
let him turn toward the Lord and accept 
him as: Saviour,—have you any way of 
telling then how far that seed may grow? 
A grain of mustard seed is so fine you can 
hardly pick it up. An acorn is a very, 
very small thing as compared with the 
great tree that comes from it. What a 
very small light a candle gives in the dark- 
ness, and yet you can see it a long way off! 





Mis WORK: SEED érowinc 











We do not hide a candle that we stand 
in. the window on a stormy night to help 
somebody on the road, but we put it where 
it may be seen. If you have received bless- 
ing because of your knowledge of the Lord, 
how cruel and unfair it is to keep that 
back from others! Are you doing what 
you can day. by day to tell others about 
the Lord who has done so much for you? 
Do you ever think when you see friends 
coming forward to unite with the church, 
that you would be very happy indeed if 
any of them had reason to be grateful to 
you for having led them to Christ? There 
is always opportunity—there is always 
need! Do we always have the will to 
work for the Lord in this way? Let us 
pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Today’s Thought: Shining for the Lord 
Jesus. 

1. Candles. 

2. How man’s candle was put out. 

3. How it can be rekindled. 

4- Am I lighted? 


HE parable in verses 26 to 29 should 

be a great encouragement to us as 
teachers. Observe the momentary act of 
dropping the seed, then its progressive 
germination and growth, while the sower 
goes on with his daily round, waking and 
sleeping. The work of sowing the seed in 
little hearts is ours, but the germination and 
growth of the seed we sow are the work of 
the Spirit. This thought should prevent us 
from carrying responsibility which does not 
belong to us, and should lead us to a 
stronger faith. God will take care of his 
own work, Our part is to sow the seed 
faithfully. When Robert Morrison, the first 
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We're Cruising to Alaska - - 
Won’t You Come, Too? 


Cr June 25, drop all cares of humdrum life and come with us for a three 
weeks’ cruise to the Top of the World! We are going to Alaska—a special 
party of SUNDay SCHOOL Timés readers, with readers of other Christian journals, 
traveling together like a congenial family. 

Picture yourself sitting back in a luxurious Pullman or observation car, watch- 
ing the American Rockies, the Cascades, the ranches, forests and orchards of 
the Northwest. Imagine yourself lounging in a deck chair aboard a steamer 
like the one above. A thousand miles of Alaskan scenery will pass within view 
of your chair! Glaciers, woods, snowy peaks, waterfalls and icebergs will glide 
past like a moving picture that you can hardly believe. We will be cruising 
aboard steamer eleven days, within sight of land all the time. 


On Our Trip Across the Continent, We Will Stop 
Both in Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 


You live only once. Now is the time to be happy and do interesting, inspiring 
things. And now is the time to travel West. Rates are lower than they have 


- ever been! Won't you join our special party? The companionship of friends, 


neighbors and people with interests like yours, will double the pleasure of your 
trip. You are cordially invited to come with us. You will certainly have a trip 
ou will remember all your life. Mail the coupon below for tour booklet. No 
erm in investigating if you think you’d like to come. 
Burlington Route - Northern Pacific 
Alaska S. S. Company - Great Northern 
Spokane, Portland and Seattle Railway 


a this Coupon leadannouanesne 


ea 
: : 
: H. Trumbull Howard a 
: The Sunday School Times, 323 N. 13th St., Philadelphia, Pa. P 
' Dear Mr. Howard: I should like to have booklet giving complete details about Tne & 
& Sunpay ScHoot Times Tour to Alaska. Please let me know the cost from my home §& 
& town, all expenses included. This places me under no obligation. ; 
¢ ; i 

; NOME. FH cnab els ORI STS CORK eo ale 6 co ee. 6 ee sh Bere 2 0 Se : 
H OERERE yi n-6! 6 os AG © oS Go OEE, OE Abe & 65s OH OS oO Oe Hoe 8) 6-9 eRe : 
a 

. City cas ar ep OMe Te BER a ree ee ee . 








/ § Peal ame 

SITKA—Typical Alaskan City—backed against mountains, with the sea at its front door. At Sitka we 

will visit Sheldon Jackson Training School. Other Missions and Christian Schools will entertain our party 
briefly at Haines and Wrangell, both in Alaska. 
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Protestant missionary to China, was asked 
sneeringly by the owner of the ship on 
which he was sailing, “Do you really 
expect to make an impression on the idola- 
try of the great Chinese Empire?” he 
replied, “No, but I expect that God will.” 

Let us confine our lesson to the first few 
verses of the Scripture passage, as these 
short parables are of varying interpreta- 
tions, and hard for very small children to 
understand. Bring out clearly Christ’s 
command in the Memory Verse, and stress 
the fact that though when we are small we 
cannot preach, we can live Christ, and thus 
be preparing to go and tell others when we 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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are older, and perhaps even bring others 
to know him now by our lives. 

In our lesson today the Lord Jesus 
speaks of candles. Now a candle is of no 
use in a dark room unless it shines and 
gives light — that is the purpose for which 
it is made, is it not? A very wise man (in 
fact, the wisest man that ever lived) once 
said, “The spirit of man is the candle of 
the Lord’ (Prov. 20:27). God made 
Adam, the first man, with his candle 
(spirit) ail alight, but Adam let sin come 
in and put it out, so he became all dark 
inside, and as he was our ancestor we were 
all born dark inside, too. Now, how can 
we get our candles lighted again? Well, 
David tells us in Psalm 18: 28: “Thou wilt 
light my candle: the Lord my God will 
enlighten my darkness.” When he has 
lighted us inside, the brightness of the 
light will be reflected in our faces. 

Candles have been called “jewels of 
light.” Who will be a bright sparkling 
“jewel of light” for the Lord Jesus? Do 
you say, “How can IJ be lighted by the 
Lord Jesus?” Well, come and ask him 
just now. There was once a little girl who 
had heard over and over again how the 
Lord Jesus had come to die for the sins of 
the whole world, and‘yet she did not feel 
as if she were lighted inside at all; then 
one day she suddenly saw the reason why 
she was not lighted — she had believed the 
Lord Jesus had died for all, but she had 
never realized that he had died for her. 
He was her Saviour —that made all the 
difference. So come just now to the Lord 
Jesus, and take him as your Saviour, and 
ask him to light you inside, so that you 
may be a “jewel of light” for him. 

Expression Work 

Discuss other things that prevent a 
candle from giving light—for example, 
damp, bad temper, and so on. Let children 
look up references in Matthew, Chapter 5, 
about shining, and find a man in John 5 
who was a “burning and a shining light.” 


York, Enc. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Hearing The Teacher with Mark — 
Part I. 


What do your girls hear? 











AST week (Part I of “Hearing The 
Teacher with Mark”) it was “How 
do your girls hear?” This week let us 
think about what they hear—note sug- 
gestion above. It was our Lord himself 
who said, “Ye call me, Teacher, and, Lord: 
and ye say well; for so I am” (John 13: 
13, R. V.). We do well also to heed him 
as The Teacher in these two lessons of 
his own chosen material, and to follow 
his own admonition to those first learners, 
in his own words: first, Who “hath ears to 
hear, let him hear,” as he proceeded to 
teach us how to hear; and, second, “Take 
heed what ye hear,” as he set out eternal 
truth concerning his own Kingdom in sev- 
eral brief “kingdom parables,” as we have 
come to call them (Mark 4:9, 23, 24). 
What, then, are your girls to hear in 
these parables? First of all try reading 
these two little stories aloud, from the 
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Quick Relief Means 


SOUND SLEEP 





SORE MUSCLES 


— aches, pains 


Sore, aching muscles feel years younger 
when you pat on Sloan’s. Because Sloan’s 
rushes fresh blood to the sore spot, and 
this eases stiffness, breaks up conges- 
tion, stops pain. You feel soothed. You 
relax and sleep soundly . . . In time of 
pain remember Sloan’s. Always keep 
a bottle in the house. Costs only 35¢. 














A FULL LINE OF 
S. S. LITERATURE 


Following the International Uniform 
Lesson Topics 
Sample pack on application 


The “Bible Expositor 


and Illuminator” 
Is a Quarterly of 160 pages 
It is a regular S. S. Commentary 
640 LARGE SIZE PAGES A YEAR 
Sample lesson on application 
ADDRESS 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680 CLEVELAND, OHIO 
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Lesson for February 19 


Weymouth translation, if possible, to give 
the new edge of interest in a change of 
language. Read in these units of thought: 
(1) Mark 4: 21-23; (2) 24,.25; (3) 26- 
29; (4) 30-32; (5) 33, 34. Read with the 
warning to the girls to listen thoughtfully 
to each brief reading. Read slowly for the 
girls really to hear what you read. 

Now, ask after each reading: “What did 
you hear, in these words from the lips of 
The Teacher?” Help the girls to put into 
words of their own the one striking 
thought they got from his words, in each 
case. See first what their own unbiased 
and ready opinion may be from simply 
hearing Jesus’ words. Remember your 
girls are in somewhat the position of that 
listening crowd — what do they think those 
first listeners got? Notice, in verse 34 
(the 5th reading indicated above), that 
Marks says the Lord’s interpretation of his 
words was given only “to his disciples’— 
meaning the Twelve? or the group avow- 
edly his followers, including the Twelve? 

(1) Here is a warning that his parables 
are intended to reveal truth. Take heed 
then what you hear in them! 


(2) The inexorable law of life, applying 
to all phases of it, is here declared — that 
we receive as we give, and that we are 
given to as we receive. If we would have 
more of Jesus’ teaching we must accept 
what he offers, as we can, in order that 
we can receive more—only to him that 
hath some of the truth can more be given. 

(3) Here The Teacher declares the act- 
ual growth of the souls in the Kingdom to 
be a process beyond the control of him 
who plants the seed therein: it is of God. 

(4) And here the greatness of the King- 
dom in its full growth: from its small be- 
ginnings is the evident first meaning of this 
parable, whatever other special phases of 
Kingdom growth may be indicated. 

Help your girls to hear these’ things, as 
the young man, Mark, evidently enjoyed 
hearing them from The Teacher. 


Home Study 


Read Matthew’s account of these par- 
ables in his 13th chapter. 


Decatur, Ga, 
5 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A garden. 

Discussion: What tendencies in us 
would we like to see grow, and what 
would we like to see weeded out? How 
shall we proceed? 


Objective: Conscious partnership with 
God in growth. 











AY, fellows, I had a garden. I spaded 

up the ground in March. I broke up 
the clods and raked it off smooth. I 
drilled the rows and planted the seed. I 
worked hard. With every stroke of the 
spade, fork, or rake I visualized radishes, 
green peas, beets, onions, and lettuce. But 
when I had planted the seed, I could do no 
more. I had to wait and let some other 
power work. The seeds ‘were covered up 
and out of sight for days. So far as I 
could see, nothing was happening. There 
lay my garden plot—onty dumb-—-and 
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motionless beds and speechless rows. But 
I had faith and was sure that something 


. was-going on under the surface, And I’ was 
« rewarded. 


After .some days little green 
shoots began to appear in the rows. Leaves 
formed on some of .them, and the beans 


, cracked the soil and broke. through bodily, 


supported by slender green columns. — It 
was fascinating to watch that silent power 
work. Ultimately satisfying fruit. 

Nature was: demonstrating the fact that 
our God is a God of growth. Whatever 
is of God is both good and growing. No 
matter how small the seed, if placed in 
the bosom of God’s care, it grows and 
grows and grows, until it multiplies itself 
many times. Nothing that is good can 
shrink in God’s hands —nor can it remain 
the same; it has to grow. 

This. principle of life and growth in 
God’s dealings with us becomes all the 
more precious when we see how small we 
are and how powerless we are to be 
larger without him. It becomes positive 
joy when we realize how big life can grow, 
and how magnificent its satisfactions, when 
linked with-him. My garden was linked 
with’ him and he supplied the germ of life, 
the soil, the sunshine and the rain, result- 
ing in satisfying fruit. My life is’ linked 
with him and my stammering tongue grows 
eloquent, my little personality grows and 
becomes conscious of achievement. I sud- 
denly discover that God’s great plans for 
his. world are my plans, too; that God’s 
great work in the world is my work, too. 
Actually, God and I are partners in a 
growing Kingdom! He sends me forth 
to sow and he sends me forth to reap; and 
my growth loving soul is filled with the 
joy of God’s wonderful harvest. 

Fellows, thank God today that he has 
arranged for you a growing life, a growing 
character, a growing usefulness, and a 
growing joy. 

Greensporo, N, C. 


we 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for February 19) 


1. It would be smothered and become ex- 
tinguished in either case. Remember, the 
pra A of that day were mere pallets, not bed- 
steads. 


2. He loses the joy of the Gospel; he be- 
comes a “smothered” Christian. 


3. The principle of growth. 


4. This parable is recorded nowhere else in 
the whole Bible —— it is, by inspiration, Mark’s 
unique contribution to the list of our Lord’s 
parables. 


5. We are to trust God to do one hundred 
per cent of what only God can do, giving us 
supernatural life, and working in us; but 
this will lead us to do one hundred per cent 
of what we should do, working out our salva- 
tion with fear and trembling because it is the 
mighty God working in us. 

6. The parables teach that there will be a 
mixture of good and evil to the very end, as 
“9 tares and wheat grow together. 

. Every earthly “kingdom” is named after 
oe “fact that God is King or ruler, not the 
other way, just as every “fatherhood” on 
earth is named after the heavenly Father 
(Eph. 3:1 

8. The Kingdom of God must be estab- 
lished on earth, and all that is spoken in the 
prophets about the glorious Kingdom of God 
on earth, while the living nations are here, 
must be fulfilled (Acts 1:6; 3: 19-21). 

9. The Kingdom of God is utterly distinct 
from the present world kingdoms, which are 
to be destroyed to make way ‘for the ever- 
lasting Kingdom. It is a supernatural seed 
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sown into the world, not the development of 
the world itself into the Kingdom. 

10. This word here, as elsewhere in the 
Bible, means not something ‘mysterious or be- 
yond explanation, but something that was hid- 
den but is now divinely revealed. 


Clearly..the Lord taught that these 
obrables were not told to mystify his hearers, 
but to reveal eternal truth to them, yet in 
such a form as that only earnest and sincere 
seekers after this truth could receive it. Judg- 
ing by many statements of Mark’s, carping 
critics and vengeful enemies were ever pres- 
ent listening to the Lord’s every word, for 
evil purposes.. Would not revealing such 
truths to them have been indeed casting pearls 
before swine, only to be trampled under foot 
and himself “torn” by them? 








its Transforming Zeal Will Fill 
Your Church or School 

“WORSHIP AND PRAISE” is filling 
vacant pews, increasing. contributions, 
and stimulating spiritual growth. A 
singing church is a conquering church, 
This book encourages congregational 
singing and gives church people an 
impetus to richer spiritual conquest. 
“Worship and Praise” is a double-duty, all-pur- 


pose book for church and school, of unrivaled 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 














Feb. 26. How Can We Make Christ Attractive 
to New Americans? Acts 2: 1-11. 





Sunday, February 19 


Why Marriages Succeed or Fail 
(Eph. 5:1, 2, 25-29) 





Mon.—The industrious wife (Prov. 31: 
10-23). 

Tues.—A harmonious mate (Mark 10:9). 

Wed.—Mutual forbearance (Eph. 4: 1-3). 

Thurs.—Loss of respect (2 Sam. 6: 12-16). 

Fri—Wise wives (1 Pet. 3: 1-6). 

Sat.—Kind husbands (1 Pet. 3:7, 8). 











Should divorce be made easy? Why? 


How would constant courtesy help to pre- 
vent divorce? 


What qualities make for success in marriage? 


AN ENGLISH paper a short time ago 
published a weli-drawn picture of an 
old woman propped up in an easy chair. 
Beside her was seated a sweet-faced par- 
ish visitor, “And was your husband good 
to you during your long illness?” asked 
the visitor. 

“Oh, yes, Miss! ’E was that kind, ’e 
was more like a friend than a husband.” 

, 4 

What tragedy it is that there should 
be so many homes in which the husband 
and wife are not both friends and relatives! 
And yet it is blessedly true that there are 
some husbands and wives who do not lose 
the charm and courtesy and love that 
graced their courtship days. A Christmas 
card was sent recently by a husband to his 
wife, and it -has attracted a great deal 
of attention. It read: 

To the loveliest woman in the whole wide 
world. 

Once my sweetheart, 
Now my wife. 

Once my wife, 
Always my sweetheart. 

; b 

But what is it that makes marriage either 
a success or a failure? Perhaps some of 
us will say that similar tastes are neces- 
sary to a suecesful marriage. No doubt 
where the husband and wife have diverse 
interests difficult problems are created. But 
the divorce records also show that there 
are many cases where husbands and wives 
of similar tastes cannot get along. 

Some of us will say that unfailing cour- 
tesy is one quality that makes for success- 
ful marriage. Certainly no marriage can 
be wholly a success where courtesy is lack- 
ing. All too often wide breaches of mis- 
understanding and mistrust are opened by 
the lack of the little courtesies in the home 
that we would not think of neglecting in 
our contacts with those outside our imme- 
diate family. Yet it is possible to have 
perfect courtesy and absolute shipwreck 
in marriage. Courtesy in itself may be cold 
and unfeeling. 

Some of us may think of unselfishness as 
a requisite to a happy marriage. Here 
again no marriage can be truly successful 
where unselfishness is not practiced by both 
the husband and the wife. Unselfishness 





Here is not only 
approval but action 


Will you please send me six copies of the Times (in its new form) 
to show to prospective ‘*Get Acquainted’’ subscribers, as soon as pos- 
sible?—An Ohio reader. 


I found Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times for January 22 (The Mis- 
sionary Number) so helpful and interesting that I would like copies 
enough to give one to each of my Sunday-school teachers. I am pastor 
vt five country churches. Please send me, therefore, twenty-five copies 
of the Times, and I will see if I can get some subscriptions for you.— 
A Rhode Island pastor. 


Will you please send me three free sample copies of THe SuNDAY 
ScHOOL ‘TIMEs of any one February issue,—these to be given to our 
Sunday -school teachers not now using the Times. Personally, I find it 
Gifficult to understand how I have managed to teach without it! —A 
New York teacher. 


I would like to have at least fifty copies of the Times to use in can- 
vassing for new members to eur club; the new set up of this finest of all 
pavers is splendid and congratulations are in order.—A Pennsylvania 
Club Secretary. 

It was in the confident hope that there would be doth approval and 
action on the part of the Times family of readers, that the recent im- 
provements in the T1IMEs were made. 

That hope has by no means been in vain. 


These letters are typical of the quickened appreciation that readers 
old and new are expressing in hundreds—literally hundreds—of con- 
gratulatory letters. 


And now as 1933 speeds on,—the seventy-fifth or Diamond Jubilee 
year of THE SunpDAy ScHOOL TIMEs —the Editors and Publishers have 
before them two courses in the management of your improved TIMEs. 

(1) ‘They can tell hoped-for new readers—the ‘‘Not Yet Sub- 
scribers,’’—-about the paper by the spending of considerable sums in 
reaching them through various channels of approach, and 

(2) ‘They can say confidently to present readers, ‘‘ Come join us in 
making the ‘l1mEs known to others with such convincing directness that 
thousands of new readers shall join the TrmEs family now. 

Your concern is chiefly with regard to the second course. It is 
the surest way to secure an extension of the paper’s usefulness. 

Now then, will you swing your generous approval into equally wel- 
come and generous action — right now? 

You ask, ‘‘ What can I do?’’ Well, several thousand of you are 
doing already, and have been doing for a long time a of to help. You 
have been ‘Club Secretaries, thus making the very low club rate available 
to your fellow workers. Could you not add several more to your club? 
Many clubs have anywhere from five to forty or fifty members. In 
Deerfield, New Jersey, a town of about two hundred homes, the Rev. 
H. A. Clark, pastor of the Presbyterian Church has a club of 114 mem- 
bers. ‘The Sunday-school pays for a copy of the Times not only for 
every teacuer, but for every family connected with the Sunday-school. 
(Not a bad idea!) 

Thousands of you are not in anyclub. You prefer to take the paper 
independently. But is there any good reason why you should pay more 
than you need to for your Times? Why not arrange a club of at least 
five, thus saving one-fourth of the single subscription rate for four others 
and for yourself? (See page g2 for rates.) The paper goes directly to 
the home addresses of the various members, Will you let your 
approval be shown in action ? 
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Lesson for February 19 


is one of the first lessons that must be 
learned. when two come together to live 
as one. Yet unselfishness, important as 
it is, cannot make a marriage successful. 


We must turn to God’s Word for a little 

word that gives the key to success or fail- 
ure in marriage. It is the little word that 
we find in our Scripture lesson, — “love” 
(Eph. 5:2, 25). Love includes all that we 
have thought of, and all that we ever can 
think of as making marriage a success. 
._ Where there is true love there will be 
true courtesy and thoughtfulness. Love 
can make even dissimilar tastes find a com- 
mon ground of enjoyment, and love can 
change tastes and make them agree. 


However, as Christian young people, we 
need to recognize that the love the Bible 
talks about is far different from the infatua- 
tion or the passion that many call “love” 
today. True love cannot be concerned with 
this one today and that one tomorrow, or 
with several at the same time, as we might 
believe from much that we hear and see 
today. The love that God puts into the 
human heart for the one who is to be hus- 
band or wife is a love that changes not. 
So pure and holy is it that the Bible uses 
the love between man and wife as a type 
of the love between the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the Church, for we read: 

“For this cause shall a man leave his 
father and mother, and shall be joined unto 
his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 
This is a great mystery: but I speak con- 
cerning Christ and the church” (Eph. 5: 
31, 32). 

It was God’s intention from the begin- 
ning that man should have only one wife 


and a woman should have only one hus-. 


band (Gen. 2:24). The Lord Jesus spoke 
of this in plain terms in Mark 10: 2-12. 

. Furthermore, if we believe that God 
guides and directs the lives of those who 
put their trust in him, can we conceive 
that guidance in such a vital and far- 
reaching matter as choosing a life mate is 
denied us? It is unthinkable, and it is con- 
trary to God’s Word. He warns us not 
to choose an unbeliever (2 Cor. 6: 14). 

Nor need it be a distasteful thought that 
God should choose some one for us. Who 


is better able to know the one with whom. 


we will be happy, and who will be that 
complement to our nature that husband 
or wife should be? It is not that God 
picks out some one whom we do not like, 
thus making our obedience to God’s will 
an offensive, unnatural thing. On the con- 
trary, God leads gently and graciously, 
when we permit him, and fills our hearts 
with love toward the one of his choice, 
thus making the union that he intends: the 
greatest. joy and happiness and blessing 
that can possibly come to us. <A _ helpful 
book that deals with .this very truth is 
Zenobia Bird’s “Under Whose Wings.” It 
may be had from Biola Book Rooms, Los 
Angeles, at $1.75. 


We must realize, too, that there are 
some happy marriages among those who 
are not Christians. Christian influence and 
environment sometimes produce in the life 
qualities that make for happy unions be- 
tween individuals who are not definitely 
heeding or seeking God’s will. But it is 
also true that a far greater percentage of 
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marriages apart from God’s will end in 
unhappiness or disaster and failure. 

How foolish we would be to take a 
chance in so important a matter, when God 
has clearly shown. us the way to find, 
through him, the one person in all. the 
world who can make us truly happy, and 
with whom our marriage may be a success, 
not for a-few months or years, but for life: 

“Delight thyself also in the Lord; and 
he shall give thee the desires of thine 
heart. Commit thy way unto the Lord; 
trust also in’ him; and he shall bring it to 
pass” * (Psa. 37: 4,-5). 

PHILADELPHIA, 


The Tithing Bulletin 


Can Bulletin, as prepared by The Lay- 

man Company offers every church the 
most effective of tithing education plus re- 
lief from half of the expense and worries 
of the ordinary church bulletin. 

The Bulletin consists of four pages. 
Pages 1 and 4 are for the use of the local 
church. They may be printed, multi- 
graphed, or mimeographed at one impres- 
sion. Pages 2 and 3 carry any one of 
thirty-two of the famous Layman tithing 
messages, 

This affords a quiet but effective course 
in stewardship education. It combines sim- 
plicity, effectiveness, and economy. 

Price list and samples will ‘be sent on 
request. Please mention THe Sunpbay 
ScHoo. Times; also give your denomina- 
tion.—The Layman Company, 730 Rush 
Street, Chicago. 
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For Family Worship 


_ By Emest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


February 13 to 19 

Mon.—Mark 4: 21-25. A Law of Growth. 

PRAYER Succestions: Walking in the 
light guarantees increase of light. Mis- 
placing the light defeats the very intent of 
the Giver of. light. _The misuse, non-use, 
or abuse of God-given light will result in 
inevitable darkness. “Take heed therefore 
that the light which is in thee be not dark- 
ness” (Luke 11:35). Pray for the serious 
efforts being made to give the Gospel to 
millions in southeastern Europe. Greece 
has given official encouragement to Pro- 
testant colporteurs. Pray for the Greek 
Evangelicals who are praying against the 
numerous obstacles in their way. 


Tues.—Mark 4: 26-34. Parables of Growth. 
Prayer Succestions: Growing things 
are used by the Lord in parables of the 
development of good and of evil. Botany 
strikingly illustrates theology. “Earth is 
but a shadow of heaven, and things therein 
are each to the other like; more than on 
earth is thought.” Every man’s garden 
preaches this sermon. Pray for Christian 
workers in Bulgaria who are experiencing 
considerable freedom in utterance and sale 
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THE SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE 


WITH HELPS ON THE PAGES WHERE NEEDED 
Published in 50 styles from $1.95 up. 
Send for Booklet No. 137 and leaflet containing Bible Questions. 
At all Booksellers or from the Publishers. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 











114 Fifth Avenue, New York 





And when pe are in New York 


TRY the 


Fotel Salisbury. 


123 W. 57th Street, New York 
A CHRISTIAN HOTEL Ovadd aed er cae Pose 


IN NEW YORK’S MUSICAL AND 
CULTURAL CENTER 


Opposite Carnegie Hall, next door to 
Stemway Hall 

COMFORTABLE AND HOMELIKE 
A safe place for your wife and daughter 


Rooms—Reasonable Rates 





CONVENIENT TO MOST OF NEW YORK 


Transportation systems within close range, 
in center of best shopping and business 
districts 
ONE, TWO AND THREE ROOM SUITES 
Write for Reservations and Descrip- 
tive Folder 
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BUCHMANISM— 


NOW CALLED 


OXFORD GROUP 


An Examination and a 
Warning 
Dr. A. C. Gaebelein writes 
monthly in OUR HOPE on 
this subtle movement. You 
must read these articles. 


Send 50c and get the six 
issues in which his articles 
appear. 


OUR HOPE OFFICE 


456 Fourth Avenue 
NEW YORK NEW YORK 
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of the Scriptures. 
grim’s Progress’ 


Wed.—lIsaiah 9: 1-7. 
The Growth of the Kingdom. 
Prayer SuccesTions: The zeal of God 
guarantees the growth and development of 
the Kingdom. Christ shall reign. The 
whole of creation awaits that event. The 
Child is born; the Son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulders. 
Note his wonderful titles. Observe his 
program. Our Lord Jesus and his people 
have a glorious “henceforth,” despite all 
the appearances to the contrary. Afghan- 
istan is quite closed to the Gospel. Pray 
for the blessing of God upon Christian 
agencies affecting traveling Afghans, who 
carry the Word of God back into their 
country. Medical missions is playing a 
considerable part in putting the Gospel into 
their hands. 


Thurs.—Proverbs 4: 18-27. 
The Path of the Just. 
PraYeER Succestions: There is a sharp 
line of cleavage between the path of the 
just and the path of the wicked. The way 
of the wicked is self-willed; the way of 
the righteous is God-willed. The way of 
the righteous is plain, is life and light, good 
and upright, and its end is peace; but the 
way of the wicked God turneth upside 
down. Walking in God’s light brings in- 
crease of heavenly light—even unto the 
perfect day. Let us pray with faith for 
Turkey. Pray for the readers of the Scrip- 
tures in the new Turkish language 
(Roman characters), recently purchased by 
astonishing numbers throughout the Empire. 


Fri.—2 Peter 3: 11-18. Growing in Grace. 

PraYeER SuGcESTIONS: Steadfastness and 
growth in grace are twins. Men will not be- 
hold our steadfastness in Christ, unless we 
are daily growing in the grace and knowl- 
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
“Beware lest ye also, being led away with 
the error of the wicked, fall from your own 
stedfastness.” (v. 17). Pray for Arabia 
and Iraq. Changing conditions in these 
countries opening wider doors of oppor- 
tunities to missionaries are a challenge to 
prayer. One-seventh of the seven million 
inhabitants only have had opportunity to 
have the Gospel. 


Sat.—2 Corinthians 3: 7-18. 
The Glorious Progression. 
PRAYER SuccestTions: The Law, the 
ministration of death, was as “candle light” 
— glorious in its day; but Grace, the min- 
istration of life, is as sunlight — more 
glorious in our day. God save us from a 
retreat back to the days of “candle light’! 
Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. He 
is the light of the world (John 8:12). In 
his light we see light (Psa. 36:9). Medi- 
cal missionaries have given more than three 
decades of effective evangelistic testimony 
and medical assistance to Arabs in Kuwait, 
Amarah, Bahraim, and Matrah in Arabia. 
Pray that the Gospel seed sown so pains- 
takingly may have a remarkably fruitful 
harvest. 
Sun.—Psalm 119: 33-40. 
. A Prayer for Understanding. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: The Psalmist 
prays for spiritual understanding. The path 
to the righteousness of God he could not 
find of himself. A missionary friend, lost 
in the lion country of Africa; had to have 
native help in finding the hidden path back 


The demand for “Pil- 
is remarkable, 


to his mission station. Without the ilum- 
inating ministry of the Holy Spirit we shall ' 
not find the pathway to spiritual under- 
standing. Consciousness of need should 

lead us to prayer. Considerable opposition 

to the Gospel in North Arabia among the 

very fanatical Arabs gives reason for a 

special call to prayer. Pray for these 

natural enemies of Israel that many of 

them may be brought under the saving 

power of the Gospel. 
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